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Abstract

The previous name of Myanmar was Burma. Before 1885, Burma was not a part of British India.
Following the British conquest of Upper Burma in 1885, Burma was incorporated into British India
and remained so until its separation in 1937. After 1885, Indian migration to Burma resumed in a
new form. Many Indians, including educated unemployed people, migrated there in search of
employment, while Indian nationalists settled in Burma to carry out anti-colonial activities.
Consequently, Burma emerged as an important centre of Indian nationalist activities. Later,
communists from both India and Burma fought together against British imperialism. During the
1940s, Burma also became an important base for the Indian freedom movement under the leadership
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Although this movement was ultimately unsuccessful, it left a
significant impact on the anti-colonial struggle. This article analyses how Burma became a safe and
strategically important centre for Indian anti-colonial activities during the period from 1885 to 1947.
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“In exercise of the power conferred by section 99A of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898, as amended by the third schedule of the Press Law Repeal
Amendment Act 1922 (Act XIV of 1922), the Governor in Council hereby declares
to be forfeited to His Majesty all copies, wherever found, of the Bengali book
entitled ‘Pather Dabi” written by Sri Sarat Chandra Chattopadhaya, printed by
Satya Kinkar Bandopadhaya cotton press, 51, Harrison Road, Calcutta and
published by Sri Umaprasad Mukhopadhaya on the ground that the said book
contains words which bring or attempt to bring into hatred or contempt and excite
or attempt to excite disaffection towards the government established by Law in
British India, the publication of which is punishable under section 124A of the
Indian Penal Code.”
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