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Abstract

The Narmada Bachao Andolan (Save Narmada Movement) is an extremely important and long-
standing environmental movement in India. The movement began in 1985 primarily to oppose the
construction of dams on the Narmada River, taking a massive form particularly in opposition to the
'Sardar Sarovar' project. Numerous environmentalists, human rights activists, social workers,
intellectuals, and common people joined this movement. The Narmada Bachao Andolan is a
significant environmental and human-rights-based social movement in India that did not merely
oppose dam construction, but brought to the forefront the debates over development versus
humanity, state versus civic rights, and environmental preservation versus economic growth.
Challenging the conventional concept of development, this movement raised demands for 'humane
rehabilitation', 'environmental sustainability', and 'democratic participation'. The Narmada
Bachao Andolan is a landmark chapter in India's democratic and social history, providing guidance
for future movements. Along with the historical context of the Narmada Bachao Andolan, the essay
highlights its causes, growth and dynamics, key features, and challenges. This movement is not just
an environmental movement; it has brought the broader questions of social justice and participatory
development to light.

Keywords: Narmada Bachao Movement, Development Hegemony, Politics of Resistance,
Environmental Justice, Displacement, Social Movements.

T 3ole WtwEE (Narmada Bachao Andolan-NBA) ©RRTSH Siiew w@gs)d € Wyl
G35 AR SeAET O FolfEF TS W | T 5w A TAR iy fasfieds
fqifeet @ 1985 Bw T AibI8 W ©F 2| [ROW I@ TME A@RS AFET
fArrm 3 QEAET AT AR AeoNIe 1 93 A 92 AR, ek F 7,
TGS, @GR ¢ ALHA AT @ @F 1 9F ACHECER NG SN T30l T Sofed
Jfy fsficds feaifyer a1 z@f, 99 SR W AGOF T @S @ T YOS
T [Aeprme afedm SIcT 2R |

Tl 3Able WeAE wyNia @36 S e W, 98 Siee 9289 AN
TRARGE € SHYZTETF SHACTA 2T AW GTAR | G2 ST S o2l (6] [eea
T I AR 8 Tl o ewmesd ol A Jtace 1 AR T 3fehe
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Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
CAET TAEE AN WA A6 dPE Tad RO o8 wweged | Fiad @
AR TelfEs TAE, wifed AfS@n«d T, Taoled Af4aE, Fodel, @z IR
TR ACF @ A RAW B oNtR1 @ SCEe Sasl, $3F, ANGI_ NGy, TR0
932 ffeq @ifdq SR ufae 2@ AET ST Aifed TRRGE ¢ Aee! Fw 2wy gtz |
Tt Jivre WTWETR AfsRfE cafivs:
T oEred TR AN T qR @B NGAMCR *wE (Shahdol) (SR ONEFG
(AT TBI TRR | G2 I N3P (Maikal) *ONER 1057 WoF THoR 9[Ee | IR
Ao [Wfere 2ea@ @t A 1312 FEINGR q@rere, T foqfs amey, IA-Tgam™, T2RE
932 TAGT N W &9ifze Tz | B@ey, @ &’ 90 *Teiet TgemeR Wy i efye
TR W2 AT e afediend eTEsd Wy e eRifee T | T2 e ot 492 g
vHY 2RifEe TR | W TR dw 41 B SAaal qwe ) T SRR 2R 81 2ol S
ariftel, @A 24wS S (Bhils), (oI (Gonds), (A7 (Baigas) @ STy SNQRT St
PR IR, WA A4 QIR FRFIS | Tl S1ARS ARGl T2/ T Az |

FH ST B APON THIFTR &5 A T TS 2w Hiee Fa T
O, T Taig ot Aty ey Eafs T T g @i Sk Wreiires 3qaEa G
@ oe-oRe a1 1901 Btw oEres @¥N G5 S (Irrigation Commission)
Ova efS@wt @TRIGE ©IFd (Bharuch) Itz @5 Ay it st S I 58
AR e TBF (alluvial soil) & QAT Iy e T 9 I TENR IR
T WAB T KR A A A, @ T 43 2B e 27

FIRTOR *RICIFIE (129 Odd ARFFAF 212 03 ARE 93 TMice A AT A
wF 2| SEY, (2 qfe SER Aqelns @iy ored IR (temples of modern
India) 57 T© | @, T TAGF AFFD wF (A2 [ToF @2 [y wow e 1965
A8 «capten WG’ (Khosla Committee) TOMI (IS WA A@RT A4 @A
TRfES) 530 Fb OHeF 36 A4 iR g @1 @2 uife A (AT TFATE
13.9 ffeRd U39 F6 YR SSAGE 10.6 WeERE @9 Th & @S FA [CIpA1 F41 27 |
58 3 a3Rba (dffte Ta Se! foafs ey wdie, wEaB, TIME A2 THLAWMI T
AFCHT A6 8 AT ol W [eae wF =@ I

1969 T4, ANfS 1 AR (ToRA SRS IR ASASy T f[Ard feifes &
Tl & [ GiEFAE (Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal-NWDT) IO FCA | ©CF, G3
GRPACTE HICAE ST € JHLAWMCE N I - K0F 27 | AHATH 210 F6 THOIA
I AV IR, THMCE STEG A IR @ AT THO 530 Fo G 6w |
TR, 10 T2 4@ GG 79, 1979 REH, 92 I O TodF™ B¢q, I NG
T ST WIKIA W G0 AN T G FA1 2|
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Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
WWWW
TS TIFE Tl T SO A AT T 8 [IFea e [Reew Tow w1 <12
Ty &2 T 2 T TAGS THAW &% (Narmada Valley Development Project-
NVDP) | €3 2Fg P T3l 8 ©IF Toand Taqiad et 30 Iv a4, 1350 w=iifa iy
G2 300016 (RIG 3y faslicad g azd T4 =1 93 el g 26 YA J== 3«
it SH! a=d v 21 G STAGT A9 AR A @92 e e i
EIRGEIE

T 31 ATHET oS AW ARIRE A4EF (FF FCE NG 609 | AW ARIRF A4
aBIfe THe! e 136.5 BT (455 F6) | AIFAT ©F W T 2 (@, 93 LFFBT e
YA (92 ST AGBICF) AALIT AT BT &) &F HIAANR, SRR ST
a2 I g TET 2 (8 @2 o9y AR A Tt Afdkes @iy e
ST & (73 1 A (AR 1985 RBICw (i qfdle SCAISTCR o1 € |

Tl Avle wiewE fesl gh AFRTe Feife TWItes wewEE, T9 (Tory e -
Afaifan, TR, a8 TAE Floaw Tole | 92 ACHEE AL JAG
T (4! 6T G2 I AN (Baba Amte), T A2 STAAC AU &+ 1991 TIBITH
q25 ALeferge e (Right Livelihood Award) (ofAfewee 1 T3mi JibIS SCAECS
S (TYICAR WL S B @l AfGWR (Bhagvati Patidar), AN A1GT®
(Sudam Sawanth), Yt2¥ O (Mahesh Verma), &9 (TS (Sanjeev Khode), F&rgaa 312
(Rajkumar Singh) @549 |
wfat Iohe ATwHEER T
GFIT AMEE, AT ¢ GAfeF TRNT @@ I T BN ATHET C €W |
T THE Toita Ay e T T Soreie IR DAt 8 T Tl Ao
JBpfe TR GHE o W1 A3 qIWEAET GeN (@l o [fNE sfqreefw
AIGFCAA (Medha Patkar) WS, €3 g ABAR® 201 &AW 100-7 FRFIMR AN Fovj<feid
TN A G 300-9 FIRSFIZ AN AHFOIT TNy G| AN e 10 Sowa W
T GRS 20O A G O R TS A |

T T T Ay e g 3 St Staiba e e SRR 8o
TS N B PR OB o AEARS 20 KB wew werwa veq wH e
R ©iF (TS 2R for o (27 TP ®ST @I IPAN TS 701 1| qRIT! IS
TN G AN AT 8 HooRR Y e 11 SwF (FC@E AR N S
qpE TS I TR, @A OMd PEE, I T G Fod® 2R |
ARl SEl A SRR @, Gl WG AL Sfkae! (water-logging) 8
WfoH FRATS! ([T @TS A, A FA TLAVTARTS @57 (oAb O (T T 1 93
Aegele ey ¢ VIR (AFFe FogB G TONOE Wy (Me 2 | a1

Volume-XIlI, Issue-V September 2026 11



Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
I, AvelEs afe Spwd T I@ T PP MeRR eRdeR [wrae i @3
qICATeT |

Tt ohe STwECT R @ sifsergfe:

Tl 3Afore AT fosl a3 s ANeRITM 8 IRNiae ATwEe | 93 STwEEs G & 9o
JiY-RERR 2w (F @F6 J7ed AWNGT ¢ TRff6F TRCTR ATAAE FA @1 1985
BT (Y SMEFT ¢ ©fF T T TG THTT AP Aeee [ron am s«
@ | ol aFgha T [HTFd F@ To 47 @ @, Tl 24Py AVAMTS ZCA 100-7
IRFIMR Al e ey 2@ qR 300-F FRFR AN SRFEFOE Ty 201 q=iel
AW 3 °TF (23 TRTYN FST T G &R 10 TCHA ool ¥ TRIG TR | AR AA@
G e GBfs oy-fofes TafbeToNEs b R & 211 &t &t e, “wiEl
@ TTOI IS MY JIAW ool Aeaifde Fa 271 Al 1w 93 Ao
WIS feet qRY A, Ffovmd @R SFER ANEF 2o [Keavar |

TGS B TCD 1986 RETHT (TN WA W odgd [wera afeamt
IR ALV STl ‘57l YA FANRS' 0T (OIteT | 1987 BT N Aram
(TOIMe AT “ff® 77 Tiw A6 T ANFe 1 1987 RBIw TWiw ke ey s
I &% 271 g @3 e o Ffoas 2eqd T8 A AqAEF TP B 2ol
QA (@I O ed A1 1988 BT T AiBIe AewEE AR T Sorers
TR ATCEE qCHEA W GAR @R Y AT W G S @4ge oo G
SRR AT 21 1989 RBTHE GUHF W1 4R’ 60 G ¥ WM SAGIR
NS T Ay [T [wra a9 afsqw e [ifey ¢ose sifvcesial «3 Siewees
AN @f i S |

1990 BT @ WA, TW! ABIe ATHETT &lF 2000 &« Mface duema o, fo,
e (V. P. Singh) IPTSCTR AN 5 MeTd g S0 BERT OB FIOR B
AqEE &FFh @ ARE@eaR afesrts @a1 1990 REBGE 28 GUHF IS TSR
AR sfereaa fragieet oy F0@ e (Badwani) N GFH (RITET *1204 SO 27 A2
e 7 et TR SRS T T Al ol FRF * A @ 11990 AR o, A’
6,000 7FF ¢ e 100 fFEANGIERe @ o1 2% o oW o e Feaw a@r
(Narmada Jan Vikas Sangharsh Yatra) ¥ 0391 1991 f¥BItws wigiface @1 @iNce 72
7 TR OIF0 Vel AUSIICEE G AFe G &F S (22 W 403) 1| Sraer 5
TowE - AQIE, FHEwS, (@FE TG G2 ACHGNS IF AVEHOF TS
e I |

[T [P 8 oJo-FweTd (@dfFte [3E (World Bank) @6 ‘fHfes SR
(Review Commission) %99 I 1 T@y a3 FAHEDH ‘G SRS (Morse Commission)
T fafoe 1 1992 RABFR 8 T WX MART &g @ U2 I giasa I
OIMa afstaud (7 1 93 forame I AP IBIRCG @Fod @b, [ReE I
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Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
T 8 ARIHNS O MGE AONAR TR [ G R | &AfSTameTa Terwa,
g1 1993 TIBIHT 30 WB T 2 MR Pl 2SR @ @3 |

T IS AT 82 (I A FIIF A Ae-Aew | o7, Jfaf* wu=-Aeew=
T WfGE@e eI o, Aopay, Jes o, e, waeift [(fey ofedm o
YT FAIAR FIZ ARSI (o1 2gfod Mo IVPFS FAMF Gl Gl 407 | O,
ARSI AYS SRS AIFE Taml AP G IR A1 T3m1 SoAedR Y e
@fFTS 1993 BT FETH ITAIT Temey =1 923 sAfqefFre auwee aRe Sl 2t
AT | A, I APfe W3 AP T KNS AfSAM! T WA Slged 2o AT |
Trerey, 3 Qi (T TR TR T TeTt dew qu JtY) e T 1620 A wewy =
QIR AR 1,14000 WYY ALPS 2, [ AFCH AT SR GR AT @ e |

A B SIFS AIFE 5 AWnR*E aF0 AfeC s tofq F6q1 1997 B
TP I AERE AT [ 9 Frae 4zt 363 I @, 93 I IS 3 29 IF
YFCI | T (IS SRR 5 (A AN (6 G0 GHe e MR IR 93 24FF
A T e SItEE I 2 | O, AfAN (P16 IRIO *TS ACHCF I IS bifeT
qreAF FA IE 1 S, THF AR AT NS 1999 RRBITH ARE wF 2 @32 2006
48w «fbq MladE N I (@R I W1 AIEE Owel 138 WO (AF M@ 163
b Fa 271 2017 RETH d<maE @@ @ Gt Sl @1 2017 8w Jfaw @6
T AR Teita SR TCARE AR ael eelfie afeft Afaaes 60 T Bl woomd
@eTF N ¢
Tt 518 ST i o
T b witwieE i ol o wroig wweged | 1985 B gl swiw
CARE &0y (Sardar Sarovar Project) 450 fferzs AT TAF Aol T IR Tl
3MBIS ATHETEAT FF (A VAALFE e, 2 /e @32 FhoaS T ToNe
Soorwe e fegieRe ofiel @ e corem =31 e bieel 1991 fgiw i
Afere wife7ted afes Il HOEE @A (Bradford Morse) (T9rg @6 FIFH
fafeS FHRET (Review Commission) 0% 1 1992 RBHT 8 G WA AR &4FF
TCE Q3 I R IR o Aferamd (o 31 92 alfsranis egiee @ibosd
IR 9 43 201 @3 (@fFes, RgaieF 1993 BT 30 WE T g demia rae
ORI I (T 1 e ey, Rgiecsa 92 Sl Tl ibie STAEAe SeeEied Fpro
anie |

Tt 3Ale TR S

w3l <AdTe WA T (AFFCS AR WA FoFef IRIER T TEd T @S
#ATCT 1 I0-
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Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N

AYTS, TN ARG G| Telife @2 e few @fgsd, afzer qae adefEs
fifsre ~AfRpIfeTe | 93 STWRTR (T9IW SR Y PR FC 440, 9ZH, eifeam fifes,
MA@ Tl FHYD &= T |

faSirs, Tl ble STwEEE aed eFesd a3 @IS T «F eEm ¥3e
(ARIRE T, I ACF ©Fred AN ANETF QAT (AF TOF I (O | 93 QT
1985 fRBIH &F T G2 *FTS! FEF W¥F S 5 |

pgde, T Ible AW wEig A4 AdcEE [eFifs I, Aot Sxea
o5fere (g fIoidice [y, T Es 8 ARER_IET ST erEd 28_ FEAR |

s, WS (9 A I Srmn-RE A weweE 97; «ft TefieE, e
QfvRRT afsPI, T/ R TN T2y Rarsies @b aicwe |

e, 93 ITTEr e G TSt HedlN | Foas Ge i Wi,
3%, MNge ¢ A" WiEeta Ao 2 SIeAE SR FE |

FALTS, T BN AT T ALIIF ¢ 7o Affoe I f2www @t 4G
ORT! “FoLT THRET WA 8 e A 93 WA AGASIE TR FCE |

ITS, €3 AL NG @b Te@ad A Tor *RiEd qewe e 91, e
EEfed W2Ee O AT Afsfaw 8 aor oftefre 271 T o<y RgaEd Ao
fTale ez 923 SIEE SeEies FIFe 2 I |
wfal 3fvhe ST AT
T ABIe AT SIS TN e 8 AP AeifEE TN @TwE 1 @3
eEcR (elfFce Jiy i sEiefe 7w G wes, [y g oF@ @B e eyl
AFE TS FECR | TN AGIS WA (AFFTS 1994-1999 B +[/f@ Miw AR
AT IS BTe A T GO NeF Y it ey [oe [RiSwe@a 1999-2001
B W oimd Aifde RGN (A 1 QT 1 QEAEER Bieel TR 7o qife
A FACO 14 TX 1 2017 RECH 2w @6 T TME TAR TR AR 2P 70
geiiie ofsfl AR 60 % GBIl Fhov el Meq Fw= 7 |

QAT TFae gameF 1993 fBIH TWiF F@RE A 2459 (AF AL Ao
FE T T A, T 93 ACHEAET GF0 I ASHISF AFT | N7l 68 AT
TE &bfete MEEE [REmm o (OF G MR @as, AREH- T2t 8 Seeiaze e’
T qA G 40, A ORKOIFIE e AR SR Seeedel 3@ e @3
QAT AR AR TG AR, T, T G ¢ AR SRR ey
TR ool B T 1 Ty, Tl AGIS ST SR &) (N4l AT 32 A0
GNCS 1991 RBTH A12H ATl WA (Right Livelihood Award) #1¢ I3 |
wft 3618 ST TTTETR:

Tl 3AGle AR ey wwgs)d bt 26 TSI eferay ¢ A | sferd wse-
AT, (AU, (EH7EE TRT ¢ TICH? WWF (F@S (FgI 8 HLRO GAsieltd et
FCZ | A SR T AR 1 8 Flog [ JiHF ToALF feel | o8 Iqw Tz

Volume-XIlI, Issue-V September 2026 14




Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
8 T QTR PR AKF ATF oo AR g Wy Ay e [{ees fowm ) @
feIee ATWEAER AL SCE BItEs FE0R |1 GO, AGENAT AT oy e adiege
@ F MEZ G IT HIEe %o | AR o) RAIRFe 9 shem e oo 7=
e, SifE A6 93 GIAETE AEF CFGG 461 FCF Qe |

TR NERE 249g o @l J2R GeR &3y, AF A QYS (2 (F@ @ ey ATPIE
gftafes 7Y ¢ FEtafes afsvfe | T IR AF (AF 24T IV G 2F&T i
AR = A AAfeT (Tegm ¢ TR TSR SdiAfeT ¢ AWATST O]
AR AfSTHNE qa IR | 93 CAEER N g 007 53] (@ &=l #[CF
e, QIR g AW ToF! @e aZed =FFoiifs foree | @FEsrs @3 Tefwanyd T
QAT [ @R G2 O o7 qS Fdl IO 20 2000z | [P AR St e
A FA 1% 0SB (Gail Omvedt)F WS, ©3 ST WEEfes ©i@ ~Affbe 2we
ggootE «ff @ IEFA e 9 Fioie orofefed witAE few 711 g @3
GITAIE s Gusifed Ak AeTR eie awg Mee oFe] o o Weasias «n
@ fapifere aitmEE Feeie 2@ |

Tt JNS ACRAACTT ToAGEH

AT o1

1965 ‘CAPTE D’ F9F TSN (TS AR FAERIA A4 @I S_(FS)
530 T THoF GG A4 e sAfaege azd

1969 w@sTey o e feifed oy st ot ey GRgeer o1 |

1985 frg5ies TR AR AP & 450 fferae i Ter Ao weeme
PN

1986 T e [eera 2feqm! QITwET ALIIEE STy T3l (IARes
SRS’ 15 |

1987 TEALRCTT OIF AfSry ATg's AWF TR ey i Fier & 27 |

1988 Tl A1 AT ADIHFSIE Tl ST SH 2P 0w Wi
EBIRN

1990 geiwal fo, 5, Fieem aTedeTa e 5 era sk Sy |

1990 T T e e TG wE |

1991 TR ANCe HZ 7 TMEHT A0 We 22 e & S «ai€h o & |

1991 gz Tge e Fhme 199 |

1993 T Tl &g M PTae Aot FCE @3 |

1994-1999 | MIR (AR SFCHA FIer Fforo AN 2 |

2000 A& @G *SHATATE e (TR Tema o3

2017 AR TFAR A FTRliee e o9 20 @32 d9g! @ o @fbg Srargs
ISR

2017 AT @G T TUF ST UG AERE 2P0 79 geliqe affefs
AP 60 =% BIl Flosjae e fm= ¢
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Gz I AR TN TG FHAAT G0 JISAF 6 TN [0S T N
AR

Tl Afbe SeE SRed 93t wesd A ¢ WAfwRfeies ANfas ST, 3
B @I Ay T Redifae 73, 392 S I THRkee, 9§ 9% qoEE AT 3
AR eTwd AN GLAod e T ReR@ AN qAcz | 5@ AGIS AR
Agey e 218, @7 oy 8 eFg TN @3 GwWEs SHIEE 2bfeTs RS
DS IR NS AT, AfRaie BieRerer @ el wedare’-g3d wikee
AN @ 9eTR 1 e colieie e (Niraja Gopal Jayal) SIF ‘Democracy and the
State’ (1999) T3 IR (F, Ay 2y [EAA T I8 ATHEET T AAT@T GFH
O SIEme 7 S AW @8 ACARTER NG M Sesites W AeTel Sie 23|
AFoIE, T Abie SAWE SRTed ol ¢ ANfes feam I JNEII[ T,
3l ofqFCed SrEmeta e el MRz |
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