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Abstract

Rejecting the perceptions and expectations of the three friends — Biru, Tinu, and Pachu — little Jini
undergoes a profound transformation through her identity as Baraf Saheb’s daughter. The three
friends fail to accept this transformation as they are trapped in a decaying middle-class morality
characterized by cowardice, possessiveness, and a lack of accountability. The golden days of
childhood and adolescence, which once found harmony and fulfillment in Jini’s presence, gradually
lose their melodious rhythm. Experiencing the harsh realities of society, suffering, frustration, and
failure, Jini emerges as a resilient seeker of self-identity, engaging in an intense existential struggle
for survival. While she eventually attains a mature sense of womanhood through her labor and life
choices, the three friends remain unwilling to acknowledge her journey towards selfhood. Their
"moral responsibility" is revealed as a facade for patriarchal dominance and moral bankruptcy,
failing to provide Jini with any real security during her crisis. The contrast between the innocent
“little Jini” of the past and the self-aware woman she becomes creates a deep emotional and
psychological divide that these men cannot bridge. Caught within the struggle for dominance and
the moral decay of her companions, [ini ultimately gains recognition not as an independent
individual in their eyes, but primarily through the imposed identity of “Baraf Saheb’s daughter”.
This narrative reflects the patriarchal tendency to confine women within socially constructed
identities, while Jini’s ultimate triumph lies in her ability to establish her own existence and agency
beyond these restrictive and hypocritical middle-class norms.
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