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Abstract
This paper offers a philosophical study of the concept of Maya in the Vedas and Upanisads, examining
whether the roots of illusion and ignorance (avidya) are embedded within early Vedic thought. Indian
philosophy, originating from the insights of Vedic seers, is fundamentally oriented toward liberation
(moksa) through the realization of ultimate truth (Brahman). While the Vedas primarily emphasize
ritualistic and external modes of spiritual practice, the Upanisads shift the focus toward inward
realization and metaphysical inquiry. Against this background, the paper investigates the emergence
and development of the idea of Maya across these texts.
Through textual analysis of major Upanisads such as the Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, Mandiikya,
and Katha, the study demonstrates that although Maya is not explicitly systematized in early Vedic
literature, its conceptual seeds are present in discussions of multiplicity, perception, and the nature
of reality. The paper further explores how the experience of duality, sensory perception, and cognitive
limitation contributes to the formation of illusion. It arques that Maya, often associated with divine
power, conceals the non-dual reality of Brahman, while avidya operates at the level of the individual
self, leading to bondage.
The study concludes that the Upanisads provide a philosophical foundation for later Advaita
interpretations of Maya, emphasizing that liberation is attainable only through Brahmavidya, which
dispels ignorance and reveals the unity of existence. Thus, Maya is not merely illusion but a crucial
explanatory principle in understanding the relation between ultimate reality and empirical
experience.
Keywords: Vedas, Upanishads, Maya, Avidya, Brahman, Advaita, Indian Philosophy

oi:

wreR mf e AfEE ol eve | R QR Aww Sowy B (789 W ¢ (I @ iee)
T2 SRS i BBIF BT 27 | MGJ2 TS | 43 TOF (A% T Gelf AP ) SPritell
Jfelet BT 3Te) BT 77, o) AT (e GIAe afodt T3 G712 719w &life (0 A e A
THTS (ATFCRA | TIBb| 8 T U8 YIRA HAIR e QIR ¢ fores wiasad a3 =i
(12 1) T Il 2 Sroter Tom Bl 4 | @ Soiferaw AfF el g 1 e vt
fofe srsifa S T @ @I 797 8 FAre | T @2 T [ e GriRE AEE
A JCHA I 8 FRATH Q3 JCHF @ wgre wie THL® | SFer wiwe fofe 2=
@ 1 OO O Fegle oMees Yo fofe ¢ ebion ey 21 (@ e @ Soifama Ty

Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 70


http://www.ijhsss.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

@7 G CATIT - 9F5 T e @i
@ O7® ©F I WY ICHT AP, (A @ O GBI AR GG AN (qw, GoAferEw sAieoq
A1 ¢ Qe ¥, Twe, WGP @l G2 XIS SI9e (@ 579) &1 A ©f #1S FfH | O
a3 @ ¢ AT e JUHA ©0gd N AN WA 8 R (Fwhst fofs e T Fi?
@ e ed ¢ g3 T @I #A0o 2B Q2T T AR |
@R 7R wAfaoT:
OIFToR wHeTd fofe 2o (@1 e oY Segion 11 fofe ¢ @bl ¢ &g 21 @ 1 igge 7w
g (A T @ 1 T+ 99s = @01 Y 4Ig F99 @32 LT FIE T’ AOR @17 FAE
T W% T A @W ANwd qrgre a9 T [l A[awiQt | ke SNl sige
IHGRE AR ol T o6 FAce AlfF 7 | TRy IR ©F (@0 (AF S I
O AR JETC=A--

“greyrFalfres W T A 7 e |

932 (A @AW T @71 @@l 1”3
qefie AT I TR TR (@ W S F41 78K 77 (12 roliead AGE @i Al @@
(TP 7S Il | ©IR ([@UCE T qCFA A o0 AR | (€@ AR SN (T8 7N Foniers
T T #© I | (@M fog ¢ FHog 2Afodms SierEs w5 54 | [ v Ste
(Iog ¢ THOG UITE @ (AF2 G IR | M @WF WA (e Tl 0 AfORS FCACRA
TAME WAL 2 1| (AW <, O A & P, T ewed, AR, @ T, 7o, 7N ©F, ©V2
#ofs «f THR IS W R TH 8 GIIF W gfS Fe REAET W @ 2T A
S I AW | @ {43, 795, Foseie | xfs, @, Ao, =] [@F 2bfeTe aifei™t | e
A HEN W @MF JU 91 93 (@ ANPEET (T 7 ShitRs | Rgemd ge @@
oA 1 @M TR Fgea YT AN oK @w ey ¢ weeiweEd | el Srrel Sefam e
RIS T ToFld 8 TSl ARSI ST Oped 7RRF A A T TRAR | @ACE HPa
T WITTE ALF I 2 | IR @ S SE FA 4B I | 93 (@02 [ G
T (@fTe TRE0R | @A AT 8 24 A 20 WA A1 @ A FH FHCAT ICE A
R, bR, 8 QW el T | 9ay JCHT I (@ WA N W TS AR ©F (@7 S@ S
IR | AP (@@, ANCEW, TGV, TLEE@w A2 SR Otsl (@ o | 3, AW, 8 qgeaw |2 for
RUCE GF@ TR I W | IR @UCE @91 [l I60 2| (@ Albion qerefd ok e
TG A0 AfTS T GAF WO (A A1 T (@ Abirerd AfdF FIe fqzqstel
gtz A (@ SIS JIFI2 Ty A0 e 7Y A1 ©F [ASes WS ARE Torom
AFETE YIS W A Aol ¥ s (@ A6 2R I 4 I 27 1 (@ Zgal
SCATRCER 0T W 0 G (T [0 G 7[R0 @i (@0 8 A 1 *oHY grameele i
NG I @, @8 &or® Ffeg WSl REyere T T T Fm T e THE G AR
@TF ¥, Y (A TGET ¢ T (AT MW 4T IR | G I IFEOE (<ol

> S STTRARTSS .........”"- TRABE F>® @O I ATy S | B |

2 AW REAGHET ... R G RNESIEV)

© wooiel FA, 35/8/3/9

Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 71



@7 @ GATIT M- GG T e @i
wel WY, TGEm AR (el Y, ANETE SfRE (el FHE A T4 21 @A
YA IR (A2 ATA (@ 8 [ZHF 4 TH0F Tl e I 1 @ I{E IR QT @ @A
TR e I (T3 @d (12 NaelE (13 AfRg ieNe =il Fiedl [ow @R |

@V BIFei o AW, AW, TGEW € TAIE@W | G2 BIF ([@F T4 IFEME Al
S YT | IR LA VAR FICE SRR [l Ff I fofd @y e #ifafoe |
ATOIFO @MW 5D a TF 1 HefZe!, I, AFGF @ TATI 1 ([ A Oz 17
R el | N2 @R TOIR | I SIF ARG | SRE oS SGIPTHIC T2 | Soiferam
TR TES | @M TF o 2FR 4, W, TG | T @S, Trars! 8 G4y, 3 foq a1
ARTS (@M AF THIFE FEF Q3R T Q3 S ARBENE WG ACHA | ALTHC? FeI0e
(VT FEI0S 7Y AP oWy, [Gg AWy, A AINCAW oAl | AP {CF2 AN Ade =1 TF w0
@RI TF A T F61 27 ©I TF | [ 0eq Ipe! T I I99 (A2 W@ oeoAfe | a7
(P2 TSI Jheas iy [T B T ACET | I TACE IE0o (It I =T
fafen Jeafe ¢ I @01 @R A e THFYS 2 | TGN *1o9iY JrReet I TR
‘g (3 qrels’ wLie TR R G | SWHECP (@ SN 8 Wiy i Sj@site Seffram
TR oRFRN eqqe) TEhfe 3 aaRy adie W SREy TF T O3 QReE | @y
FEfeeant ¢ Ryl Sy (e @ e F9E &) AbREIE @ oF I G2 [l @ a3
i T4 20 ©12 TRNF | AT 29 ([QF TR T, NS ([ AR | (T 2IFN Tal
O A OF AN SHATIM | (@R JFEWA S SRETH I 2F AARAT GR SIS =TT
T Ted WA IS AR |1 AT T W 56 | RS ARG A G % 29 (@S =
AP @I QIR S A2 | BBl g, e, v, (enifon, Fjieae | 4l @ reaceq oiret
oS! ol | 3 B (@I AR =R SR @rd 70 i wire i1 A el few
THIH TR TR fef TR | FiFced *Twd IS, *m eyl Rawy frige! 3ffe @i |
fzete tame =wifna el fAsheld 41 2R | wvee & Am fien fRcsifars 2z |
e ez Twafma g ¢ oifex @ affe 2wz <5 74, @fte 3@, ¢ 7 7@ @2 feqfoa
TAB 1 92 = A (@rrefer g A e 2eaiRet | W A0S 2 (@@ 8 (@ e v
SifRey 1 @ ffow =M S WINEl i e ©ird W R NS STUHRTI &g
TP A9l @ A0 =, AgEm =@M A AN @R TS A FER | 999 @
TG =l A2 |

R Ao Tiafes F3rea srareR A [Rera=iee 9o et | 4 @2 Tivifes
ved 29 gfen o Yeq 72 weaadt @ @i weg fosl oiend wepew Mgl 1 #Afe)d e g9
734 Yo #ife @3 Ton fr @ma o791 e ¥ RESmma A aFH AR Tead
*TF N 8 Y& e T A P AT ©f A @me e 1 f{fey swer fafey
e ¢ IR @ME eFY YT TIE I & AfRee 46 [em wewie g

8 4w (T JIWYs......" EF TG oA G, 50/8/5/5¢
¢ “ogrey CEfe.,....... TG, TSfERATARNT Iy, SoAGwIF, Yt
Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 72



@7 G CATIT - 9F5 T e @i
e 1 @2 it ReneR g A wgpE, &Y, [y, 998, e ak @v ffze R[fon so
TE FAPNE 2N IR | G2 WIS 5, FHel Q3H7e [ oy Srea S
T4 2R |

Tofame e AAfaoT:

Toframee wier foeidEl ¢ oY icgfon g @ q7F 1 TR @0 S A *Ied
T 2 OF AN SHAIR | SR (@QUF TR W 28R AT (@S I 7 | Gl aw
B (I AT Q4 T, IR G2 W Ty W @efe] Tommsl IRme 7iA SoieTa
TEACR | LTS Ng 1 LRl ¢ @ W@ (@ bl e, (S0 AR TG (@ e
1Y o @ AGAF G W1 GO0 GREAFE <17 w0t 29 SoAferam | e @ e
g0l NG AR, ETeferae arfae wieseld R = ws@ SHfvam e i A
AT 281 ([QUAF IR 9L, TS (AR I | 8- g 9 efom e Soiferaw =
ooy 2z | oFd SR ik 06 T k8 2@ ¥y (@ 2% T #le F6q ©F 91 8w |
fafen e awar @3HEE INNTE (@QF G A 1 oA A @ | YfefEm
sobr T SR TN TEge Wtz T 0T 332 B ol 1 wrat wiees #Aifd 1 qefE
K JIARENTE, OISR, QTWIY, TS, (oG, (FRSfF, 5, (4, 9, 2, T, WY,
a3 A Soiferam &b ¢ fReei Sy | Soifam ofia @figer tafne sfzres fifey
L A IS | (IS AL ST HCF (FICAIND T O 0K (FICAIN A AN
% | Qe #FA6R] (Fraree Sofaw =l AfF 33 S eoF oy a5 FEfREe |
TR @ foRiE @ulie [foy oF@ o= a1 a7 o W [Redweid sfikefFe =
as @niees 7T 1 Sefaorr wffre el Y qwce wtaedml heidee ey | s
¢ TGRSR o FeH WBeE THfTIm WAEe Wias ©rgd Yo I |1 O@ @ S @ fowl
(A AR o S IR OFF N0 G e Srer<cdoy 38 26 @@ @ SoAama wiea
T IJAYRE TFa 2 T8 1 @ @ WIS SgAed FARF S HANeq I o
ssjefes AEYRA @ Tofam @ S SR S S Wi ©f Aojdwhee sy |
AR T BER @ aeIeR e o Sofaw wdie FieE T

@ 8 ToAfFTm W

@V ¢ Tofeam T @ Sl (@i fofe Juw ofhem T fF O @ 2T Te wNa (MRS AR
@ WA ¢ S fofe 2e Yol 1 98 ">l (0T BT QRAE SOl | @B ST
36! fa o A A @ WA AR Frgea AR TS W wfmt ejefme
QI AR T @ Y2 CFC@2 7o) @ AT I AR AF ¢ MR wfoces! 27 1 o=
T4 Soifrmefe [Rifs ~Ritnal I ©F @ATe AR @ ©F M AW Aerog o
FECR G SHARTIW | 93 T Jee 51a 9= 390! @itg @2 B G<KBE [T s
TR 8 IWE ©g S_eliFe TR0 | G, F, (S, 8 QA U2 5 9_kyE 90 |reEl
Tofferaen ¢ota A 1 QT TE© W] ¢ FAREZR L I GFF I8 A6 ©f tawell 2
TS AR | G FEC TS TR @A @ Tore AT (A O GIHSNE FHAR I8 20
Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 73



@7 @ GAfTIT M- G5 T 7 oTE

CH 9B T A A (AF 93 TR S48 | JRReF THAfame Fe1 =7 A~ Fog
OILF IR, AFBIT R YA AL G Fl 2CAR | QAN CAFTE @f5 4e W e
TS 1 (IR IS(B IFEAWR T T 20O %2 | ¥IFfore I T2

“Fe ok elfesmeal Tgq

TV o ASHAR |

3w AIfes @t Hre

T 7 2 *Sl W 117 @
e SRere f[fen Mmool weiefme 2@ | foff Mo I ol Wqg® 2 | AR =l
ol G0 B YRS LT A AF e A ol e 7R q2he 419 SR |
@A AR YT WY R G YW I 2T 93 ID0 @ S (AT A O A4 el
3@ | 07 O QRIS (702 *1S *Ie 3wy 16e A0 qr T ALANETS @Mz | IF@H 308
2% RROTRR 2ot | Wit B3 dfm T =7 T3l fewt fof «oa Fwferm @ R W=
A g A 2 foffy g1 Ot @A 2fer A1 oy e T (AE UGS FAU A6
725 9 oo oft 9e i OF T T 1 94T oW T OF 3G (eI I@dm A T2
©iF Terds QeI @AW IR Stme v *ifes Srae eates QRIt IEfE w@Ire 1 cof «3
TR (IR JECR AFABRCE (=1 IR ©IF 9b® FReely Soifaora oI 93 Tpfefoen
TR TN o I Frfkem ) o 3w 9 s “9ee, IRt e ad
IR it 2 e afeucTs w2 s foft I e | ke gqew
I a2el T o | 2t ST T Ao 77 2@ A @B e @3f6 ey 8w @
TofrmSl o @1 4R Sfef Seafeem? M2 I e SHAfame for s I
gfedimy E 2¢T 9= Wl @ [y 9o o qung wfEFe | @7 SRR i Seiframer
AR, 2 YR FHe] TS Fe, Tel (M, Tel (@, TPel &l 7l Awarsn s | a3
Tfere ave @1 3fre (13 (@ 37 I, I8 @S, I2 TR, @9 @« 7N (73 1 97t T *ife
ARG | CgerTed S TR *wGeE Al S a2 T FRAR AR GIRIE T TR
I FIG A ACR | SFIAAGE SATIA, I AR HACN NS IR e g 2 |
oAk AN e 0 FAS (A TE Troivd ORI Y FACS W 1 O IS A
YA ffe 3T @ AF 21 72 [ e FCA (oUW I8 WK 7 I8 Fiol G I |
g TAfTEVIaT IS0 O AR T @ I VA A 92 JAACR | AR T SHATTIBICA
AR e ST | Soifeanapia TR, (1 1Y el Wl (MY ©f AFeR T | WA
T e, Solframma @2 Sfeefs TR i eors e o TR T Erweae
g Of& fieal Tw 1 GTefer == famaet-

© FERRE T 5/ 0/

© g FAR afeme.,” QARG THiferEm /¢ /v

¥ RICHIM, b/ 5/

> AP,/ /5

Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 74



@7 @ GATIT M- GG T e @i
QTS ST (AF T I TR T KA T EACR, T I (@ [ A AR
RICICIRTA

“TA ] P O R ICE HANE LI H2 173

wdfie T oA FIHE 7L @Cg 4 (2 (I Ao J4 |
G2 TPSF T8I FACe FE Yo fox«T e e | @ Toqm G FFE I @eq =]
OItE A (AN | 0aCed (6 WeFF | I THIIF Aol A, WA (%Y A e [y,
@8 wWIy- (% AFHA fofere w3 fquaw f[fva woa1 T ewfie 271 teeiys weld |2
TR B TS #/1TF A | OCF (ATeA [Sfere AR 2 SF I ST | P TG-S RS
A BT (13 1 ACSR R I AT ©F AR J0S AT | CTFIRC (T 9 1 O QT La0od
fefers o e o @ W Erel BPces I+ 23 |

O ARG THfEm o7 SR 2ere Witz 1 ARG T o ¢ el Wi
T CCGRCE T THCF @ S Wiz erite [RfeTena ¢ 218 I@ @R |
TRy A oo SiReY (@ I O SNl TR I A @I @6 2@ |

“Iq 12 trefig wafe sfiteq wae fagfe
sfrer Toae e oo gwar *elffs.........
T@ IFT TGS O (T F¢ fErar o
& T AT B (T L ...,
fReereRNE @ [Ramme 17

Gefi]. @A (Foel |ItE G qFEH SEFSARE A IR | qFGH S0 R | GFE
AR (I 8 @RI el fon oy 732 AtE 91 GG (& e g I, & P
MACE? (T I &T01? [oere! foeertl (& &l A [FO? A& T@ohR’ i oo’
SRR | 9 O O WOl | G (AP WY 2, I IS (HCACR (AOOIG! (T I 2AF©
7 9 w1 oS 0 A1 @S I Tox wEE Wl | ©1F AW 7, O (AR fefere
Jeqie (bW T we qwa @ vy SR wfewer #iiR O @ IR AF© FRAT
AT 71| A (oo GBI JeHd (@ Felf5a Fe fof Srme Faeen oiw [werst e
fefee FE0E | AR FAe [usme T qo9a @ 57 Anean a7, o &fEy ufs:-

5) T TUYSI T G2

%) JCIA ULTHB WoA, Al A AT O AF© T A |

Y) ICHF GLTS! 8 Oy TR @32

2) ey wolk JURF &S TR Y, O FAIR AP |
T SoAfTaera @36 64 TR SiHFeg LT I 1 OHF ToF AR ¢ K
9390 1 OIF JUIA e 5, Wb, @I (VGO HE AR | T JEHA TS AT

o 0T P BR......” BT SAferam, 4/20/5
> I 2 07elT oo ©fres,,,,,” QRS SHfam, 3/8/58
Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 75




@7 G CATIT - 9F5 T e @i
ofs Ifrearyl g I siemt A T2 T JICHT A € @ FA Afoe weoiw afs
g s @3-

S L B e L P b

©AZTAL TSI T 11

QAL W03 792 R |

TR ST 2YBICS 117
aefie R w1, =, w91, 797, awRae | [ o, fof arnf, fof wramet wae @@ 1 oiw ww
aze FA A 1 o ey @3z oo 1 ol orwy, *ige, wmiv, aee, [T W2 (AcE <Rerme
¢ foff $53 oy @B THfamE 91 20NR (@ T2 7 Qo WA [ | O 52
@R T (73 | GTONF JIRGF, QT IGF, ¢ 29l Sofaam R[(foq emme s w21
e 2ERCR |

TARIT:

SO W STey W' [ g WEE' (& 29 [REw RETE 9 I 21 @ Y A oG AN
fary iz T A @ f[egw (von wWe e g2 Tge e Aol (1R oW
ToiE W FACS B, TR FACO B @ NEE T Afed FA0e B 1 GRS SIS
TG T 8 SR T ABHACIR AT AR (531 Ao 27| &bl oo Jifeey T8I
@ TSl ¢ ARl ©f @7 Sofames F® a2 | 7 @ [foq awe g @R 3@
Y2 wFerd | (@ gforgd Wi ¢ Yo fofe | (3 e afbiTeon wifer ¢ @ Wefeq
i @31 SRl WA T¢ WIfeT e TRWER (F® @M1 @R (@& 8 (S To e
Wi TevRe Oivd o dfed FE @ Seifaw wrt oy g ove Reiwe greife
RAVE @ OIE Soifaw 90e1 | Soifer (@ TRIHd e #fiefre 23 ©f aRE F41 I
o Tt g il e w1 fog afiw 90 Wre 2w o TorwR fenyd e wrew femm
291 1 ey @ wfey T¥7 o e =@ a9l T 2@ ¢ ey @ aiferey J@e s
9= | Qv 261 O @ IHER I | GRS [ 26 (T2 e (ATF @ IFA (AT Y&
TR | THATEW TE 27 Slwee G] e @z, 2few, W=, Ifad v afen W 6@ A9
0 THA A O TR 1 G2 2@ ol (18 Q7 IL TR e (@ o7 g o oy fey W
gfie T (AE G FH© Weq I O AFOATE T& | Ayl 2hfe F 398 I +1re
QTS T | GG SR T ¢ Gyt 208 @ THER AP 2 (1R 9 (@A Ye amie
T | 93O @V 3 oy Sl T2 JIHRENS, BT, WY, T aefs Sfam wae
275 Sifqafre 27 |

S T ATDRE......, F9 SART S f0/s¢
Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 76



@7 G CATIT - 9F5 T e @i
aAYAG:

5) BT, FR | (TS W) FF G777 TSN STAIL FITH, 2052 |

Y) ACWINGR, NTIE | (70,8 O, Jq FeRey | Feprole FeFo %@ f6rell, 2006 |

©) T T G2 Afee TN RMyieTs, F=ws | ¥o7g FrFg | Rergaa o™

I ], dodb |

8) B, FIN | T, FIAFYF GAf7| FEFOIg STAIL JIAET, 2004 |

@) IBFW, F; | T, ZIcH Y G FEAPTOI3 STAILT PRI, 2052 |

b) T, FN 1 GAAFT aFFE AL o, e ©ltl, ¢ gely ol | Srale JEr |

FleTer! |
q) CTeY, STIVIT | TFOT 747 oI A8, FTarel, WG R, S5¢¢ |

Volume-XII, Special Issue April 2026 77



