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Abstract

Since ancient times, India’s overseas trade enjoyed remarkable prominence. This is evident not only
in ancient religious texts but also in the accounts of various travellers and historians. From early
periods, the ports of Bengal —such as Tamralipta, Harikela, Dandabhukti, and Saptagram — were
widely celebrated in different strands of literature. In Medieval Bengali literature, poets offered rich
and vivid descriptions of these ports and maritime routes, often portraying the trading voyages of
local merchants. After the eighth century, when the course of the Saraswati River shifted, Tamralipta
gradually lost its significance. At the same time, Saptagram rose to prominence as a thriving center
of commerce. The Poets of the Mangal-Kavya tradition frequently referred to the commercial glory of
Saptagram in the “Banijya Pattan” (mercantile episode) sections of their works. Through their
narratives, they depicted the prosperity, wealth, and vibrant mercantile life of its trading community.
To the merchants, Saptagram was not merely a trading hub — it held a special allure. Together with
Triveni, it was often regarded almost as a sacred space, a destination imbued with a sense of pilgrimage
and spiritual fulfilment.
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