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This paper critically examines the concept of the independence of the mind (manas) from external
sense organs in mental perception (manasa pratyaksa) within the framework of Nyaya-Vaisesika
philosophy. Classical Nyaya posits the mind as an internal organ, atomic, eternal, and distinct,
functioning as the necessary mediator between the self and the senses. It is held to be independent in
apprehending internal states such as pleasure, pain, desire, and aversion, without requiring the
assistance of external sense organs. However, this study problematizes such a claim of complete
independence. Through a philosophical and analytical method, drawing upon primary texts like
Tarkasamgraha, Nyaya Sttra, and their commentaries, the paper argues that mental perception is not
entirely free from the influence of external sensory experience. Even though internal cognition appears
immediate, its content is often shaped by prior sensory inputs, memory traces, and experiential
impressions derived from the external world. By examining cases such as sensory deprivation,
imagination, and memory, it is demonstrated that mental states are indirectly conditioned by external
perception. The paper further situates this debate within broader Indian philosophical discussions on
the nature of mind across Samkhya, Yoga, Vedanta, and Buddhist traditions. Ultimately, the study
concludes that the Nyaya claim of the mind’s complete independence in mental perception is
philosophically untenable, and that a relational model — acknowledging the interdependence of
internal and external faculties — offers a more coherent explanation of cognition.

Keywords: Nyaya-VaiSesika, Manas, Mental Perception, External Sense Organs, Indian
Philosophy, Cognition
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