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Abstract

Storytelling is one of the most ancient practices of humankind. Since the archaic form of literature
was poetry, the medium of those stories — told through generations, were also various kinds of
poems. The Epics, such as Ramayana or lliad are practically stories told or written in the form of
poems. Thus, storytelling through poems is a tradition that was followed all over the world. At the
wake of Bengali literature, the Charyapadas also contained many stories weaved in a poetic form.
The middle age of Bengali Literature, ‘Madhyayug’ consisted of Mangalkavyas and Vaishnava
Padavalis, which also tried to tell stories of Gods, Human Rebellion or eternal love in a metric
expression. This ongoing tradition of storytelling through rhythms apparently came to an end in
Nineteenth Century, when the literary forms of Novel and Short Stories were introduced. The era of
concocting literary epics like "Meghnadhbadh Kavya' ended, grand stories disappeared from the
rhythmic cage of poetry, and what the new ‘lyric poetry’ tried to express was the inner mechanisms
of human mind in its smaller, condensed structure. These limitations of ‘lyric’ could not erase the
eternal impulse of storytelling though. When lyric poems started to contain stories, the form of
storytelling itself started to change according to the aesthetic of that specific literary body. The
poems of Subhas Mukhopadhyay embodied that unyielding, generational spirit of satorytelling,
while also providing a fitting format in which stories could be successfully adapted in lyrical
structure.

Keywords: Subhas Mukhopadhyay, ‘Phool Phutuk’, Stories in poetry, Socio-political
situation, Hegemony
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We have said that the tale has a point of superiority even over the
poem. In fact, while the rhythm of this latter is an essential aid in
the development of the poem’s highest idea—the idea of the
Beautiful — the artificialities of this rhythm are an inseparable bar to
the development of all points of thought or expression, which have
their basis in Truth. But Truth is often, and in a very great degree,

the aim of the tale. ®
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