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Abstract

Indian philosophy is deeply concerned with the fundamental questions of human existence, such as
the nature of reality, the purpose of life, and the means to attain liberation (moksha). One of the
central concepts in this philosophical tradition is the soul (Atman). Different schools of Indian
philosophy have offered diverse interpretations regarding the nature, existence, and role of the soul.

This research paper presents a comparative study of the concept of the soul across major Indian
philosophical systems. This study aims to examine the concept of the soul in major schools of Indian
philosophy, including the Upanishadic tradition, Carbaka, Jainism, Buddhism, Nyaya—-Vaisheshika,
Samkhya, Yoga, Vedanta. The study analyses how these philosophical systems explain the nature of
the soul, its relationship with the body and the universe, and its role in the attainment of liberation.

The Upanishads and Advaita Vedanta, identify the soul (Atman) with the ultimate reality,

Brahman, emphasizing the non-dual nature of existence. Jain philosophy, regards the soul (Jiva) as
inherently pure but bound by karmic matter. On the other hand, Buddhist philosophy, rejects the
idea of a permanent soul and introduces the doctrine of Anatta (non-self). In contrast, the Samkhya
system and the Yoga philosophy of describe the soul as Purusha, a pure and conscious principle
distinct from material nature (Prakriti). The Nyaya and Vaisheshika schools, consider the soul an
eternal substance that possesses qualities such as knowledge, desire, pleasure, and pain. Through a
comparative and analytical approach, this study highlights both the similarities and differences
among these philosophical perspectives. The study ultimately reveals the depth and diversity of
Indian philosophical reflections on the nature of the self and its relation to liberation.
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