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Abstract
This paper analyzes the ethical dimensions of the contemporary Iran-Israel-United States conflict
through the concept of dharma as articulated in the Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita. Rather than
viewing this conflict merely as a geopolitical or military issue, it is interpreted as a profound moral
crisis arising from the tension between svadharma (role-based duty) and samanya dharma (universal
ethical values such as justice, compassion, and the protection of human life).
Through wvarious characters and events in the Mahabharata, the paper demonstrates that ethical
decision-making is often complex and ambiguous, where even the fulfillment of duty can generate
moral dilemmas. Similarly, drawing upon the philosophical teachings of the Bhagavad Gita, it
explains how individuals — and in the modern context, states — can confront such crises through self-
awareness, restraint, and detachment from the fruits of action.
The analysis reveals that although Iran, Israel, and the United States justify their actions on the
grounds of national security and strategic responsibility, these positions frequently come into conflict
with broader humanitarian values. Civilian casualties, destruction of infrastructure, and the cycle of
retaliatory — violence reflect a  breakdown of samanya dharma, even as claims of
upholding svadharma persist.
By comparing this contemporary conflict with the moral dilemmas of the Kurukshetra war, the paper
argues that justice cannot be achieved solely through the performance of duty if it is not aligned with
universal ethical principles. Ultimately, the study suggests that the resolution of such conflicts lies
not in abandoning duty, but in its ethical reconfiguration —where restraint, responsibility, and a
commitment to the greater good play a crucial role.
Thus, the paper demonstrates that ancient Indian ethical philosophy remains highly relevant in
analyzing contemporary global conflicts.
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