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Abstract

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a union territory of India, located in the northeast of the
Indian Ocean near the Malacca Straits, one of the world’s busiest and critical sea channels. The
region is of immense economic and military importance to India because of its location at such an
important place and its vast natural resources. Using this landmass, India is developing a foreign
policy with its Southeast Asian neighbors such as Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand,
Myanmar and implementing the Act East Policy. This article discusses the historical context of
Andaman and Nicobar and analyses its growing importance for India. Additionally, the article
discusses the importance of the Malacca Straits in the Indian Ocean Region and China's presence in
the region.

Keywords: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Exclusive Economic Zone, Look East Policy,
Malacca Strait, Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, Soft Power Diplomacy, Sustainable
Development Projects.

of:

T, SO (Tey egfe el ewmgsd o<l «iF 3@ | @7 Sesifes T 8 *[A1g
s e «3 A TAWICTR M0 IR SEH GNP AT I (18 MCE “coraifers
TR | A AR (AR T T O SR Ao qReim A9ag Tifs
e (F@ G2 eE (o SRENE [OE e omie e fofd coteifee
SRR [BICE o7 4A0a AMET T FECRA: A% A8 A Land locked states’, @17 18
3l Island states’ 93 “CAFERS! A& A Both land and sea frontier states’ (The Geography
of Peace by Nicholas J. Spykman, 1944, pp.78). <%, [lef HE @I ‘@W@ Agaferd =
TTe e TGS ol AR TR0 @2 T8 Agel gEmnEee Afiey e
QAT (Fea S5 ARY 3 Fed | ©lred foq Mie TYe el (Sre TQee)

AFE PR OFOS QB LR NG (S5 B0 | SN fFE @i7jer 2o orces
Volume-XII, Issue-Il March 2026 304



http://www.ijhsss.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
935 FEfiTe T T SISl YA YUe (AF I8 YA OIFS TITIET Ted-7[7d wfge |
a2 @R IR IR FAMNE ERE oRred AHE @RI 9R - AYEE
QIS e Jfa Tea (ol | @b OISR JoT g8 (0T Seoo fH i w=fFS, qw
HFST JEPTNR @ A SN AN | SN ERE REeEE AECE e g
IMSENER 1 @5-TT ¢3S @ fm afde «3 Ter @wmE 03fb @t TeEfe e
Ttz | O @ e foaft e Reoe var 2@e- $ed ¢ Wq @I, wiEwd
N 9R R o T BiitE WM ¢ MISRE AT 9@ WO ([ RS
JIECE | AN ¢ EFREE AMS (et T Sy 2E wiEwd afs St
JIREATT @32 AHA-5F GRS, AR, AR, SRR egfs g 1 S @
fAeRe oRTed A THeT GEAR wiFd-d G IR 93 TR (e See Rl
T FACR | SUIRATTAA, ISR TGRSO ST arsl, I IRFNEH (&I @l
(AT o0 FEINGR qea w[fFe G2 nfwaey W ek 3 @S, A eAa=rRg
@ (/F W@ o RFERGR @ oRkfEe | qUeE IS (AGEIE, AT @
(AF W@ Loy FERGR @ S—kES | SN ke [vees v wbae MEEE 09
9{&@? (O ﬁ?f—‘?if;w 1Y ORfBS, AWE T @A - Malacca Strait, Preparis
Channel, Duncan’s Passage, Ten Degree Channel, Six Degree Channel 29S| s«
fRe ¢ WEl gl W 2fedE @b Tns Al IARE o Welt IR SETeR ¢¢
*[ole* Jfeley Helbel F(F 1 AN PR T Aol (AF AT T AL G O
T (A eNIE TRNNE el a1 | 2IFfoss srovim, e (o, Ao Uit '@ ey
e “mid Tm ST ke SrRTed Yo giEd W@ 0.3% W1 T8 (6 qHghe
AR (S (EEZ) o *oid 9 @3 [N [iFRaE (8 FF O (O I |
AFOATE, AW ¢ FRE e @O I R el (TS wewe WK
ey I3 G2 RETd 471 73 |

AfS2FeE 2iaib:

AN PR AR prREeTe SR A Gt Srred Iz Aeefes, wdtafes
8 S T (AT 472 gl uafb wee | wiFwd-oF aff e F@efm T @i fsfid
8 Jfeey «AfpEE (@ AYuF @Toned IRFMR g@eE R 2 odEe | o2
afszfoe I @@ dfel (e 8 3 T rame afey fiem s s
VY SIRCSA (5fe G IR AFel-5[7d Qo @ @l Aleel (IS ZCACAN) SR ey
B eafee | @F RIS A& ACE™ (G wiEFe-sE @fRE e eiw ey e
FE G G2 JLET AIFANS @Fg SofAfd S AN [FRE @2eE e e
TR FEF | YT FIE AW *Iog TR T ema dig @2 @el o o

Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 305



TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
AIPFRES oW, ¥, A @ PR &y ~AfbS feet 1 qwmpio @3 Mot dod oo
QNI ERE AR @ EeTe aRgias I @HAfNEHE e wift saem adw @3
Bo7fe AHERER GBI | T G ETF @RER A AS 27 Tiifel 5P Siid
T @R M @2 GE AR FE SR AT NS GRS e
TAYS T 0 W FAS IR QR (AAlTN(AD, WReii, L, B, gell, e, FAlfa
gofs B IFe ¢ SfRA FN Qe AWM FH0 1 Syed AE i TFH 93 weew ol
A ORI 93 G AT FE IR H589 A @ T T fHEe I 1 O faon
Trad T 3582 T (AT 8¢ T R T U2 T SH2>ed I | QRIS iy
e ot #fow (T P R E WGurE AMSeR M SIma @ afeTE
GfE I (T TN IR FECR, A G (IR o A aoiE | oe
TRPIF T (I0R) e 37w e q14cs R U2 AeetER eod e famad
JER @edieel | o fggeas T JiGeE 2e @ @HlF 93 JFYens wE IR @R |
a2 JHE AN Wi e IR I AN 92 qHE G NE ot @ A e
Tgg-7d ©ECe @O WG DY 1 dfeabieed, SRe WP qRed *fed T e
AT R (F@ @2 A7oteR sesld S fee | *RISIFI s584 A SR® FIHTCS
TEAR T 93 G (AR (AF OO YT TBYS 2 | OF ORI A OIFS
TEAFED SHAITS!, 5T NS ¢ FTare azrid Tod 3 T SR [aEe 2@z |
A @ PR A SR e wwe:

ISl Ta@ RIS AW eF O YT (GOEE IR GrIHEere ¢ fiairer sAfawar
PHAF AR AOTR | 50-9F WF (AF GG YT o @ wifs qgetEa
TR R oS MR S 0 dfsrifres owa Fweiefie S gt | ot J0ad
A IR Hfeqd @ieE @Ne WET gowie, FE, A, bF, Gea 3 e feme
FNORE oW FER R 93 G¥E femd OAfgfe ¢ wifyerey i o Sz |
92T 9P AfreTe AffEfore, vre FFHR O AFE e ¢ efsww Hifors =iy
Afqed =it 1 oo wiwd af R ¢ wfEd-ed i o aifer (et A MmN
TE NCT (SR QAN BCH | OIS NP LT @Fg Soe(dh @ (@ NG AYad
fesier e (o (1 OIS NPT BIRETe el BH OIS g8 SN
fERET SR TR OFE 3 qRE P ARG (Ol I@ 1 ASTifes  AHS
Jifafere sid WAENF AR IR SIECTR IR OIS Y7 ARG B T TR
@ ACEwe ¢ Rl @it ev e BRICe At | ewesd aB A e Sk
TR wie DI SToF @ eI TRPTPIER e Babe 36a 1 ©fR, U3 et ANGs fwRieret
@ ORTed TroR MY FAFFS FAF T 2005 A SRIE AT GHAREE ASATG

Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 306



TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
(T9rg CHRIRA, @izl 93 ReRIRA FIFR OFred 42w q@R gF0q ‘G AfCE™
T dfelde 271 oFe TR U2 TR feTH Y ¢ AT IF0eT IFAE TGO
O OR A Aue KEGENTe Toie RTR Tae so5¢ AW (A AN
IR s (TNzeR WEes @, T “Milan Exercise’” T ifdfoe | Siie wz™ow
ST SAPETS] (MHGTE N Afud FRfTel I A0S 00b A/ SRS FHIE O
a5 @l *MCHel &7 ICF, A 2- Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) -4% 2K
Ty 2e Slers B Aree ANus REnet Fw S SiEn | Soigeaae! oefl v
AE IONS-9F AT T AW Sefoe 271 =Tl OO €3 GHER I G WiEw
YSAMER A S5 e (ATF Malabar Exercise, PR A ‘Simbex’ 3R AR
053 A (@F Jimex folfFE ¢Twzel M @tz gwere IR, AR,
AR A TSR (IAIfRAl @I AR IOREF W=l Coordinated Patrols Exercise
(CORPAT) SIS FCF | 2009 A ©F®, MFq IS8, TN I3 TEGERIE @ ATBIR
MG W Tgife fFiomet JeEl A ACRAS Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) €It
Afadbw 1«3 Sekece f=ierel, TS g, Gftfes 3, S<PIO (Infrastructure) G2
Afes 2yl (F@ AR NG I TYS IR TEYGHE® ‘Indo-Pacific’ W& 10T
(ST #CH @2 QUAD 7199 Fd TV | OIF® €2 TRER [AIei@l e FI0e SN
R et Seem (Mo Afedl Fare @92 WEFS “Naval Air Station” 2fed FwaCE,
@Y Ted AN fGafE7@ INS Kohasa, W™ SIS (NBEIEE INS Jarwa, Car
Nicobar Air Station, FICN®! @ INS Kardip @R @b fIFRE@ ‘INS Baaz. S
e wweE [Refw ANRe oFg PR QLI OFe FEIIF AEeN FTFNel 9y
ANAFIFACEET ATER! BIEAIDZ 1 2000 A ORFE FIFE AN A, gaos a3z [
ARG TN A Fwe eveo @6 S Kom mfae ofsioen Saaw
ATFHET &2 FCACR |

THSd JFR FoAlre, A wweE FfoNeret ¢ *ife I@m I GFE @6 @A
BT o wed | UT AT BT @I AOF (FIRE FACe e (=D @
FIBSTER CH ‘Soft Power Diplomacy’ 229 IR G, A ©IACSH gaGAfes ¢ Giafes e
QAF IO s | I SN FERE BegE @3 AP AR A SR ok
TRORR AHTEE (FUIE OCOF OZA, GIFT G5 (F®Y AT OFced vde AFE
JAC OFE B A A R (O IR AT (R SRS AN e s
AU *fEE T FER GR G2 G WAoel et TN @3 #fe e e
MT QER| OFC U2 TREE CAFATS! AGEENE A IIA AR @ i

Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 307



TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
TS a2 FCACR | TAFEIIS! AGSTAN (AN WeTal=l, NWIATFIE, A=, Frovsieas e s
T GIF F(E OIS VY SRS TP GE AT W2 8 eFgd T 8o
TR BIEICS #Tq | SRS 03¢ A S T2PRR w2 AL Fh=re), adftares
TRl @92 TNl g Sy Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR)
Y3E Q79 FCAR | U8 oA A4 7T 2 Gefos weAmifag oite core, Jifdfers s
TS, AR I, TEwpe aieNd ¢ NuS WM afetad b1 S e
S ORced Gtfed I ¢ AR FREfore (@ wwgs)d e e W 9 w7,

(AT weRifers feTa TS “Andaman and Nocobar Islands provides the key to the

eventual success of India’s “‘Look East Policy” enunciated by the prime Minister Narasimha
Rao in 1990s” (Andaman and Nicobar islands: India’s untapped strategic assets’ by sanat

Kaul, 2014. pp. 159) 9t SIF Tce SN F&FRE @#i7e 201 SRred ‘@ o8 qifex’
T SRS | RTIe F03 2008 A @4ANE! TE® (! BF0ed ‘Look East Policy’ -7 A&
Wee R “ Act Bast Policy’-49 b1 FHCT G2 TEETH @FG A8 (Y I |

G WL QREADG ¢ 2iFed T AT e oiferd e g e adafos
PR sew Aoy TmaEs sMess a2t FER | O TS Qe [BieRe SRR
FCH (RSB 8 SHCF IR @- A B, Fie Teerd BHefe, =i, [igs e
T TS G @ TG 51X, AEE R BIF, THE, PP 8 T 296 HIE @A (@
TR (o7 8 TREER 8o for ey Ffoa ¢ =MHEr [ o [fey avg azd
IER | GR GRTEEE 8 [y Few@lel ¢ AIREIET STy Wi Sy &t
IR G TR dipfed oM7Y, G iba ¢ e wife o sRbeoE
Iz [N T o2 IR TAPE YIFFE 67 e T Fa0e ARG’ AW
A2 IER | I ¢ @ESiE FAFom 92w 5 Figm T cAfFomee SEa,
e ¢ faeawa 3w, ferRee @ ¢ JeTt «1te (ort 2@R |
AR AT S
A A, WA o, IR-GF-NCWE eeliel, [SqeoE edre, 3o Hitae, e W,
S 4F agfe T SRR S (ivY, @ITR TG ALK FWeite ey
B5EIIbST A | Soo [RGB WY et el o1 < Spow ¢ TJFew (4421 «@fb AR5
A ACER TG TF© TZPARE GR I PRI7F e e wiwd S AR
AT I | G2 WA AR o @i @ TSR T SRS (R A FALFS A2 |
G2 S W @it o ey el qaR: gL, ST Wi g @32 faerr,
HS Al | O@ W3 YR el (A0 A e aigs e, FFe b wetiE o
TG FE@ IR @3 Y2 YAEE GRS fGealls wRw vEnEE W SUE w91 e
Aol JARE FAC TG AR B W T A =W 93 WAeAE gdoe e w4y
Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 308



TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
AR @ IIfFFT (ATF COFAIR! TR Wik B M et a1 afe I=g ¥ garE
AT 00,000 (ATF 50,00,000 AIRIL TEE HEHH I | A SO TG TN TR
Foi7ler AEAH LN (T2 TSI 2AEHEIT (ATF NG d80 [FENGIAT Wy TRFS 267
WﬁT%@WWWGNWW A |

Vishakhapatnam

8 odn r= Vienuane \o &
& (A 7 3
IS / | Thailand »\
7] ) . [
Q :q"f,f, o ~ 5
N. Andama E 0"‘76,, N [§ Bangkék
“Q\ Middle Andam S = < Cambodia
s | S ¥
N\ . Andam < ’:31 MyeikiArch! \ { Phitor
ait S e andom ] X' 3
Q o SIS =2 f\*@ﬁ
en Degr Lz © F / /5\ e
1ka CarNicobar |4 % f X
2 o
& T
Great Nicobar d %
s
Y Y
~~_ Op
\ %,
N 9(\ anla Lumpur

e SeRT %rﬁz[m, fﬁa -
(Source: https:/ /www.pmfias.com/strategic-projects-in-andaman-and-nicobar-islands/
accessed on 21 March 26)

TITS AT AL DT FAIEAT 2Ol

LR T SRS-HIT Jrw ORTSH HER 8 (HARIEF FoiAed SOTFeTed 4 ~[AIgAod
T @ Yia el Biee 3ta oire Gref MeNma oxs I@Eez 1 So6d AER AE oFe
SR eifetz® wiEFd-sF AR (TSR AR T Tege FAR SACeT ‘Look East Policy’
Tl 7t SIS Ffo aRd FCAR | ©3 Aife IWIRT 8 WHFA-2F QFRIF @ISR AL A
fTfite oF@ oo amNe 8 fIEREE FCE APER 1 00 AF (AF OFCed (F@R
TP 93 P WLANGE [, @i, ef s 339 Tafea 2masiif* «3 e
Afe e ee caiw Mz BiF, @i, afed @il el (et Sgery @
T (oF qmife 6 WA A W 1 Bt Teredld SNENE (S bitne (@l
frce B afefim e »3-32 fifera e Fo wwe at weifieedife (oo asmif 31 o2
93 G JAfFe Al Bia Stz 472 wFeed | 2020 AER O SRR 5 so e
(SF ALTFA FAIF TS (O IR (ACAR A2 IO 0% ATE ©f (qCT AR S0 (AT 80
U (o8 e IR WWO! (o IR, A @FA Fadels AffFfere qew dde =
Wrcaa—r@wazﬁram—ww'ﬁmw @3 @ HAfael (TR @
SRAFFS AT B ©IF T (20T 8217 F9g AP (581 I 5EIR | WK @3 ey B
wfEee Bl iR aom\wa\mmwﬁmmwvwmmw
AT 2R Q3 W ¢ FIE q0d e I SHAETOIE ATsE, T SRred
IR TrEed FE | B O @l ARG @32 AOKEACR (G NG @3 Q=6
Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 309



https://www.pmfias.com/strategic-projects-in-andaman-and-nicobar-islands/

TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
TEAMI DAICR | ORT! @2 S0 e A0y (e gerre ‘RGe 99 +iF qife’ a2d ez
Q3R OIF® NRPMCEF 899 MG ‘Maritime Silk Route’ T8 QEIR | B TRTEifes qifey @
AT R Swaee i [Faese Iwa, Werael, Fxfew), 8 fegfers @aifs ¥ae
JEAA SBIAN IWE, QETHR TGO I, ANFVCT ASHF W T QEIR | ©1R
AT FIE OIS TP B DI AAEH FEFEN OFCed A Do I T
ieey

G TSI [etejreE TR a4 siice:

SIATSA IZ TN AT @FHATS AT 9Py AT MGe @ SFAa e [foq
4RI DAiCIE q1 afoqmeel o Al AR | SO Y9G (AP IICA OIS NPNEE
(T AR SR FIACT QLT FA @OARIR @I MG (72, O3 o 98
QT THACTE AN fF@H A +faqze Toie ATRACTT ¢ IRELH | OIPe! AEEfeF [T
AR T AR O @A @ /el 7RG6F T20e AW &A@ FACS AT |
Tl TR AN SPICS 20 SRCST 6 98 (AF (TIN5 [REd W Qi
(TRITs 27, A <757 fig @ SamF 2o @@ Rl epfes grftel @ i, A,
g, ot gegfe W e dqM @, W3 @EE AFies gl giEeR Felfe
T A B A 1 G GNTS SR A @ FYRD Tl i OICed IR
Y4 TR FIRY | OIS AR T @I Tl afs I T AW 3.4 mm
(AF ©.8 mm @ AR, A AN R G TOf@ SRR | SR U2 26 A4S
TP S, AT SRS q6 qR AL AATRM FRFAA OATed IR T
T, @3 (AT P FUCS SIS (AR FHNTS 2T HIEAIES |

EIE:

S R Avisis eiRres wtafes @3 AN e (0 Y32 wwes)d @l e
«fb ©RCed ‘Exclusive Economic Zone’ €32 AGF FHE Saeiere AT (oI |
T AT Q3 qRER (BhoAe SR e ey W Sife MR T2 1 00 A
A% Q%A ‘Sustainable Development Index’ d fEfoda Tmm BF = er o1
SITO NS AT 2058 AT GFH &AfSraw odF™ I, @A OIS FIFIE 000 A
T @3 T BT doo WK (NRMAR T a2 ICAC2 | I3 AXER ARE TN 9
feaiefel Sffftoe e e W e, WK AR T OIFS SN A MGG
AR IPT2RF MC (O @1 2 Bz | OIFed AN 2 AT Sy ME A us
AT AGFR® @ TP ¢ To[Ad e, Oqe O AN FER | @9 SCHICIRL,
QN3eHE, e, T, 992 Ae=e T [fey wwa e ¢ fGonfes @i
TG SIS O AT [ FE0R 1 S@ AR 0 ORCeT @2 ANGF S
Volume-XII, Issue-Il March 2026 310




TIFCOF FICE G G IR GG NI GCRIITNC @Fw: GFG [QEANGE A (AT FGT
@R cFva g T ¢ afsaseel Oras aumEiTe q@ (g, Ol I AW
SRS Y A AT | IBS, ST AGF A1 ¢ A ages T qwiNe kg
Aoefte ST qBrg Ao W2 W WS | @FSel TR IR S HEkE
AeE QTS (FIENG G ARG TS, YA Y& (AP AT @ SIBICAA IAc B
PRICE T G2 (ST GEdie 0e e | Tea-97 qeefm wer ok R «3
QT GFQS G A0 A FCAR AR G@F TFA e gl Face @R
AT GFGE IM OIS AP A TR IS A O A2 A S ALG Al
W Tre O OFE «R OIS WRMIAR wetE Jxed e ReTE a3 ifierer FIEw FHee
AIACO! | O JOANH U3 FLEH AS THACGTA ACH SRS FIPE A e A58 Bl |
203> A SO e WA WwNe FREE OFued S0 ‘The Great Nicobar
Project’ NP 2P &2 FCACR, AF o1 ST 2 SN ©o JRCAF N U3 W ST
AITST IO 1 42 (ATF bd AT (&I FFE 93 (ol 2@ Soa*lf 26 A2 A Ao
OeTifed FCoad Gt bififaE, @nfas ¢ ANfaE IR S faefrs
™, R @@ 3R IRhRE 8 Afdfers Tafed o Sreamiel ite o g «3
QLR QRS GFGE WA @Y OFS QLI AR SHAH w0 A9 Iea beeTeg |

EQ]PL@:

1. Bose, Sohini, Basu, Anusua. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands; Indian Territory
and regional potential. Observer Research Foundation, 2021.

2. Kaul, sanat, Andaman and Nicobar Islands: India’s untapped strategic assets.
Pentagon Press, 2014.

3. Kumar, Jitendra, Muralidharan, A. Transforming the Islands through Creativity
and Inovetion. Niti Ayog, Horwath HTL France and Crowe Horwath HTL
Consultants Private Limited, 2019.

4. Kukreja, Dhiraj. Andaman and Nicobar Islands: A security challenge for India.
Indian defense review, volume 28, January 2013.

5. Habibullah, Narayanan. Compulsion of India’s security; a plea for geographic

demographic defense, 1984.

6. Raha, Manish kumar, Chandra, Palash. Security, political autonomy and
development of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Concept Publishing Company Pvt.
Ltd., 2018.

7. Kalbali, Puja. Importance of Andaman and Nicobar Island to boost economic and
strategic value. 2020.

8. Government of India. Prime Minister’s Keynote Address at Shangri La Dialogue.
Media Center. Ministry of External Affairs, June 01, 2018.

Volume-XIlI, Issue-11 March 2026 311



