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Abstract

In Nineteenth Century India, the colonial education system, despite creating a new intellectual space,
mainly aimed to form a middle class supporting colonial rule. Thomas Babington Macaulay’s 1835
Minute solidified English education’s dominance, marginalizing Indian traditions. Rajnarayan Basu
critically analyzed this cultural crisis, proposing an alternative education grounded in national
consciousness. This paper explores Basu's educational philosophy, showing he sought to integrate
Western knowledge with Indian traditional knowledge and heritage, viewing education as vital for
national self-identity, not just employment. He advocated for self-esteem and national awareness
against the cultural alienation caused by British policies. Ultimately, Basu's ideas were crucial in
critiquing colonial dominance and shaping Indian nationalism, offering a path for national resurgence
through the 19th-century cultural crisis.

Keywords- India, British Education System, Cultural Crisis, Rajnarayan Basu, Educational
Thought, National Consciousness.
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shelf of a good European library is worth the whole literature of India and Arabia.
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“They neglected the indigenous traditions as well as the patterns of those
progressive countries of the world which were closer to India in their socio
economic structure. In fact one cannot help feeling that Indian education was
like cindrella tied to the apron strings of the educational system of England

and that precisely was the tragedy of Indian educational system.”*
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“The aim of education is the harmonious sublimation of the faculties and
development of the qualities of humanity.”®
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“My country! In the days of glory past
A beauteous halo circled round the brow,

And worshipped as a deity thou wast.” ** (79 ¢) |
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