International Journal of Humanities & Social Science Studies (IJHSSS)
A Peer-Reviewed Bi-monthly Bi-lingual Research Journal
ISSN: 2349-6959 (Online), ISSN: 2349-6711 (Print)

Impact Factor: 6.8

Volume-XII, Issue-II, March 2026, Page No. 250-256
Published by Scholar Publications, Sribhumi, Assam, India, 788711
Website: http:/ /www.ijhsss.com

DOI: 10.29032/ijhsss.vol.12.issue.02W.218

HfSTE 8 AT ATENF Tea: &% irdiene
AT Lo
AT S
ARTS &=

Received: 15.02.2026; Accepted: 09.03.2026; Available online: 31.03.2026
©2026 The Author(s). Published by Scholar Publication. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Abstract

India's multi-ethnic federal democratic framework, characterized by diverse castes, religions,
languages, and ethnic groups, frequently gives rise to tensions rooted in identity assertions and
demands for self-determination or autonomy. In recent decades, ethnic identity has emerged as a
central issue in Indian politics, with parties increasingly leveraging these sentiments for electoral
gains. This dynamic is particularly evident in West Bengal, where the predominantly Bengali
population dominates the state's socio-political and economic spheres, marginalizing non-Bengali
groups. The Darjeeling hills, home to the Nepali-speaking Gorkha community, exemplify this friction.
Since the 1980s, the Gorkhas have agitated for a separate state of Gorkhaland, fearing cultural
assimilation and seeking greater autonomy and recognition. The movement, with roots dating back to
early 20th-century demands for administrative separation (as early as 1907-1909), intensified under
leaders like Subhash Ghisingh and the Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF) in the 1980s,
leading to violent protests. Subsequent phases saw the formation of the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM) in 2007, renewed agitations, and partial concessions such as the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council (1988) and the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA) in 2011. Despite these
arrangements, the core demand for full statehood persists, often reignited during elections and used
by various regional parties as a tool for political mobilization rather than genuine resolution. This
ongoing Gorkhaland struggle highlights the broader challenges of balancing ethnic aspirations with
national integration in India's pluralistic democracy, where identity politics continues to shape
regional autonomy demands.
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