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Abstract

Ethics, one of the branches of philosophy, is a normative science concerned with the conduct of human
beings in society. It appraises human actions in terms of concepts such as right and wrong, good and
bad. From a very early period, ethical discussion has occupied a distinct and significant role in
Western philosophy. In contrast, within the Indian philosophical system, ethics has not been
acknowledging as an independent philosophical discipline. However, this does not mean that moral
discussion has been neglected in Indian philosophy. On the contrary, from ancient times, eminent
Indian thinkers have discussed with great insight the forms of conduct prescribed by the scriptures
and the principles by which such conduct is determined, across religious texts, Sruti, smrti, Puranas,
and the classical philosophical systems. In India’s spiritual and cultural tradition, the term ‘Dharma’
has been occupied in place of the concept of ethics or morality. In this sense, Western “Morality” and
Eastern “Dharma” may be regarded as same concepts. So, in this paper, the term ‘Dharma’ is
employed exclusively in the sense of morality. With this objective, an attempt has been made to
examine the characteristics of dharma as articulated in the Indian tradition, particularly in the
Vaisesika and Mimamsa schools of philosophy, and to analysis the concept of dharma from the
perspectives of the Srimad Bhagavad Gitd, the Manusmrti, and the Mahabharata. In the Bhagavad
Gita, the Mahabharata, and the Manusmrti, ‘Dharma’ primarily signifies moral or human values —
an understanding that constitutes the central focus of this paper.
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