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Abstract

Ancient Indian music was once a singular and unified tradition, with a common system prevalent
throughout India. Over time, influenced by the social, cultural, political, and religious shifts within
the nation, the existing musical traditions were somewhat sidelined and became impacted by
external elements. However, during the Muslim era, Indian music became bifurcated. Due to the
dominance of Muslim rule in North-Eastern India, Muslim culture integrated with Indian music,
creating a new trend. On the other hand, as Muslim rule was not permanently established in South
India, the musical tradition there remained largely unchanged. This historical divergence eventually
led to the two prominent systems we see today: the 'North-Indian system' or 'Hindustani system'
and the 'South-Indian system' or 'Carnatic system'. By the middle of the Muslim era, the North-
Indian musical system fully embraced the aristocratic identity of Hindustani and gradually
diverged from the Carnatic musical tradition. While Indian Hindustani music evolved under the
influence of Persian music, Carnatic music remained enriched with its original elements and
maintained an independent nature. Just as Hindustani music lost much of its original
characteristics due to the influence of foreign music and culture, the Carnatic music prevalent in
South India has largely preserved the heritage of ancient India to the present. Indian music has a
long and profound history. To understand the history of any subject, it is essential to have deep
knowledge not only of the subject itself but also of various related factors. This is equally crucial for
music. Currently, the resources for the history of music include various ancient musical treatises
and historical accounts written by foreign historians regarding the rise and fall of kings and
emperors. Based on these sources, an analysis of Carnatic music has been presented as far as possible.
Keywords: North Indian music, South Indian music, system, culture, Carnatic music.
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