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Abstract

This article examines the literary contributions of Maharaja Bir Chandra Manikya within the
framework of Tripura’s courtly literary tradition, highlighting his dual identity as both ruler and
poet. Situating his works within the broader historical and cultural context of the Manikya dynasty,
the study underscores how Bengali emerged as the primary medium of court literature in Tripura,
influenced by neighboring Bengal. Bir Chandra’s poetic oeuvre — particularly Jhulan, Hori, Prem
Marichika, Uchchhas, Akalkusum, and Sohag — reflects a rich confluence of Vaishnava devotional
philosophy, lyrical expression, and royal aesthetic sensibility.

The analysis reveals that his early compositions, especially Jhulan and Hori, are deeply rooted in
Vaishnava bhakti traditions, centering on Radha-Krishna devotion, divine love, and spiritual
liberation. These works demonstrate refined musicality, ornate diction, and vivid imagery
characteristic of courtly literature. Simultaneously, his later poetic works express intense personal
grief and romantic introspection, particularly shaped by the loss of his first queen, thereby aligning
his poetry with the emotive depth of Bengali lyrical traditions.

The article further explores the synthesis of personal emotion and royal consciousness in his
writings, where themes of love, loss, devotion, and aesthetic beauty intersect. It arques that Bir
Chandra Manikya’s literary output not only enriched Tripura’s cultural heritage but also contributed
significantly to the evolution of Bengali court literature. Ultimately, his works stand as enduring
documents of both individual sensibility and the socio-cultural ethos of Tripura’s ToiGRar, embodying
a unique blend of spirituality, artistry, and royal patronage.

Keywords: Bir Chandra Manikya, Courtly Literature, Vaishnavism, Bengali Poetry, Tripura
Cultural History
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"The Rajmala is a curiosity as presenting us with the oldest speciman of
Bengali Composition extant, the first part of it having been complied in the
beginning of the 15th century, the subsequent portions were composed at a
more recent date. We may consider this then as the most ancient work in
Bengali that has come down to us, as the Chaitanya Charitamrita was not
written before 1557 and Kritibas subsequently translated the Ramayana."

[Analysis of the Rajmala or chronicles of Tripura - 1923 A.D. - 1332 T. E., Page-4]
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