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Abstract

The eternal history of India, which has been inherent in Indian culture, civilization and literature
since ancient times, is based on Sanskrit literature. In the Vedic and post-Vedic periods, the perfect
reflection of spiritual elements, philosophical elements and humanistic elements are observed. There
is a gap in the origin and development of theism over time. Similarly, the spirit of the ten
incarnations of Lord Vishnu is also seen in Indian literature, especially in the lyrical poem Gita
Govinda by the poet Jayadeva. There is a mention of Lord Buddha as the incarnation of Kesava or
Vishnu. It is said that: FUTITFEARIT TT TAT 53, In the Jataka literature or the Avadana
literature based on Buddhist literature, 34 stories of the previous birth of that Buddha have been told
from the mouth of Lord Buddha. These stories emerged from the great compassion of the
Bodhisattva. Compassion is the most excellent thing in the morality of human hearts. There,
compassion is at the root of the stories told by the Bodhisattvas. These stories are also known as
Avadana because they are indicative of the generous character of the Bodhisattva. At the beginning
of all the stories it is stated about the purpose of the Jataka: as it is heard, that is, these stories are
heard. Various stories have been told simply and pleasantly for the salvation of all beings.
Keywords: Ethics, Ecology, Buddha, Buddhism, Jataka.

Introduction:

The basic doctrines of the Buddhist sect are the importance of wisdom and compassion, the
impermanence of the world, the theory of transience, and the theory of perception and
productivity. According to these doctrines, Buddhists accept that through the cycle of
birth, beings assume bodies in the form of human beings from human to human or from
non-human to human according to their repeated actions. But the basic theme of the Jataka
is that if beings do their work through wisdom, compassion, friendship, love, charity, etc.,
then they will attain Buddhism.

The collection of the Jataka story is in the Khuddaka Nikaya of the Sutta Pitaka within
Tripitaka. The collection edited by Acharya Paumbol contains 544 Jataka stories. The
Chulla Niddesha, written in the second century BC, contains 500 stories. The Chinese
tourist Mr. Fa-Hiyen saw a Jataka story numbering 500 in Lanka in the fifth century AD. In
Gupta period, the Buddhist text mentions the number of the Jataka story is 34. The
Mahavastu mentions the story of the 80th Jataka. According to the Buddhist Theravada
tradition, the number of births is 550. However, according to the term Panchajatakashatani
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in the Chulla Niddesha Grantha and according to Buddhism, the number of Jatakas has
Acharya-Aryashura edited a collection in Sanskrit called Jatakamala based on the account
of the previous birth of Lord Buddha. According to the original Pali text, thirty-four stories
are contained in this book by Aryashura. But he also made some changes to the original
Jataka literature for his purposes. The Jatakas which are contained in this book are-

AASTARH, SEAATARY, HAFASTAHRH, (raraesasmy, ITAAAHE, AHSTADH,
ATRUSTAHH,  IATRINSTaR, qURISTaRd, TEASaad,  aasraraasiaad,
FFASTAHH, ATAATTHH, foaerasd, SAESEed, FASaNaSass,  aoqeasd,

Hgléllaﬁlaaﬁﬂ, Hgmﬁam, ATHASTARH, TESTAHYH, m, ?ﬂli"asllaaﬁrl\,
FESITAHH, FeastTasy, GaaHSTaHe, ATNESTAFH, {, AATASITAHH|

The Jatakamala in Sanskrit by Mr. Aryashura, based on Buddhism and philosophy, is
very famous. The basic theme of this book is also love, friendship, compassion, charity and
faith. The Jatakamala teaches that it is necessary to abandon pleasurable objects such as
lover and gold, which are suffering, and to fix the mind on objects such as knowledge and
compassion. This teaching is useless for the living beings of society because it reminds us
of Lord Buddha and enlightens us with love, friendship, compassion, faith, charity and so
on.

The Jatakamala composed by Aryashura contains a Jataka rich in composition
distinctive in prose and verse. This Jatakamala was written by the poet Aryasura according
to the Panchatantra of the famous poet Vishnu Sharma. Just as in the Panchatantra, there is
a system of composition, subject matter and moral values, so it is seen here in the
Jatakamala. The main characters in this Jatakamala are - a deity, yaksha, ghost, elephant,
deer, monkey, tiger, lion, buffalo, swan, fish etc. The advice given in this Jatakamala is that
violence should never be committed against all living beings and that one should show
equality towards all living beings by relying on feelings of compassion, mercy, friendship,
love and charity.

The word jataka is derived by the addition of the suffix kta in the sense of fidelity with
the verb Jan followed by the suffix kta in the sense of self. That is, the Jataka means the
story of past birth. When beings perform good deeds for many births, they attain
liberation. Lord Buddha was also born many times. In that birth, when he developed good
qualities in his conduct and practiced good deeds properly, he attained enlightenment, that
is, he became known as a Bodhisattva. This is not possible in one birth; this is the fruit of
the practice of good deeds in many births. The word Bodhisattva means Buddhahood and
the word Sattva means being. Yet, there is disagreement over the definition of the word
"sattva" in this regard. According to Mr. Moniar Williams, the word Sattva means
intelligence, character, knowledge, and nature. Another meaning is creature, a living thing.
The Bodhisattva is that which enlightens the beings, as staged by the author of the
Samadhiraja Sutra. Mr. P. Ghosh says that Bodhi is Sattva because of the dependence on
Sattva by the desire for great grace. Others say that the word Sattva means soul, mind,
senses and consciousness. Mr. Prajnakaramati has said that there is Sattva in
enlightenment, that is, the Bodhisattva is the intention. Another meaning is that the womb,
the unknown, the unmanifest.i This stage of enlightenment is liberating for beings.
Another name for the Jatakamala is the Bodhisattvavadanamala. The word avadana means

Volume-XI, Issue-V September 2025 74



Ethical Ecology in the Jatakamala of Aryasura: A Bird’s Eye View Swapan Mal
good deeds. Therefore, the meaning of the Bodhisattva is the story of the gifts of the
previous birth of Lord Buddha and the series of stories of good deeds.

Lord Buddha was omniscient and remembered his caste. In the stage of Bodhisattva, he
had understood all the history of his previous birth. When the Bodhisattva was adorned as
a king of Kosala, he once remembered that he had been a worker in his previous life. In
that life, he provided food for the monks with a heart of faith. As a result of his pious deed
called the arrangement of food, the Bodhisattva in his next life attained the rank of the
ruler of Kosala. In the Kulmashapindijataka, the Bodhisattva said:

TATIE TF ATTAHIEALH

TATHEE T AR sgHTaH|

ofeTraarst™ AT =g d¥a:

FHIHOITaA S da g ||

qI5g i TRTTTT T LATA

EIMINRIRERECIRERIE R

frerTteiaer srqe: oo

ELRIE-RIERUCIEERREEEa]

q¥T: THTEYGAT AT TFT

FATTHTARAGT T T3

TRy | ||
The wife of the king of Kosala in the form of a Bodhisattva also heard the story of his
previous birth. In her previous life she served a sage with food while working as a maid.
As a result of his pious deeds, she became the queen of the king of Kosala in her next life. It
is stated therein:

AT STIATHE TN

TTET Tt ARG AARHFA

oA qd oA g

qHT T THATIHg el

TAEHITH e a%ad | a9

FHTIATIATET 96 I

efToreray 7 Fd 79 T fHy-

[ERREIRIERPCR =PI

In this way, in this Kulmashapindijataka, the Bodhisattva taught that all charity assumes
the form of great deeds through pious actions, the lack of compassion, the absence of a
peaceful mind, the absence of trust, the absence of love, compassion, and friendship.
Charity is never lost by thieves, kings, fire, water, etc. Liberation from the enemies of lust,
anger and greed is obtained by proper charity. Charity is the chief reliance to save from the
world of suffering. Therefore, giving is enjoyable for everyone. Everything is possible by
giving for pious deeds. A being who never gives charity is not worthy of sight. A miserable
person is condemned in society. There are more painful things in this world. Therefore, if a
thing is given without lust for the benefit of others, instead of a painful thing, that action is
praise worthy in society. As stated in the Jatakamala
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et groed faeaeHe goear [Tt

TR AT T It tedT quaiHaTac<:|

9 TPl e § @ gttty g

T: FTICIATHEATTAHA AT ITTF9T: |

T<hed (a9 o T TAT FEA AT Iq

SRR IRE L RS LR AU I K KA L R

HISHT T ST HeALq Y SO O

e AfEgrs fredqgar S a g1

T ATH TR THATT = TETeT

T AEATATHRTTLSTH: TETAR AT |

HHRTEA TSRO a9 9@ aTed

HEEERCIRPIDE i E R R E T IOI TSR (TN
Lord Buddha in his previous life was devoted to affection for all living beings. In the stage
of Bodhisattva, he was very dear to everyone for his holy conduct, restraint of the senses,
contentment, and compassion and so on. As stated in the Jatakamala:

AETLEAT MafraaaTdr S |

HEEIAEATT e ATk 159 Sraeaer ade de:11!

For this reason, even the violent animals of the forest do not show violence towards the
Bodhisattva. Those animals abandon their violent behavior and roam the forest like
ascetics. And it is said in the Jatakamala:

T werde g efreraradat=mm:|

TEIG I Mg TaTEqq e dag AT [Aa=e:1|
As a result, the Bodhisattva Lord Buddha has demonstrated kindness, mercy, love,
generosity, faith, etc. for all beings. That is the most important thing in our lives. As stated
in the Jataka:

qad AR AT AT : A IATHT: AT T T SIETa i
T3 WE 9% Y{E: w0 IaEeE g8 WEd 91T
fifdeceaaT...ua  TTEHUAEHEEaErg FREuig areaHd
FAATATITEET AeaTieeT T qugTgigd: Feord|vii
Once in his previous life, Lord Buddha, in the stage of Bodhisattva, became king of the
country of Shivi. He was then a very generous king. He was eager to give everything to the
people. Because royal matters would not function properly without charity and humility
develops out of generosity. The king of Shivi was pleased to see the satisfaction in the
hearts of the beggars when the objects requested were given. There it is said in the
Shivijataka:
SERATATREINTg EarferdeTg & weas:|
st R gguTeth eazerari= qar o™
Later, one day, Lord Indra, disguised as an old Brahmin, asked for the two eyes of
Shiviraja to consider his generosity. Then the ministers, soldiers, relatives and friends

vii
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gathered there repeatedly urged him to give them two eyes. But the charitable Shiviraja
ignored that opinion and said:

T3 AT ded FATAM A 018 a9
TohEATAET STeie 1 TEATHTa: TTaaeaed ||

The king of Shivi gave two eyes to Indra in disguise later, having received this, Indra, the
king of the gods, thought:

T YTAvgl axangr a<aigdudrl

EREEIEE SEE A IERCR IR T
Then Indra went back to the king of Shivi with joy and returned him with two eyes
distinguished by many powers. Then there the king spoke about the importance of charity
and that there is no other way for living beings to prosper without charity. Charity is
produced by humility and mercy. So, make money successful by giving it right and
enjoying it right. This is the true means of attaining happiness and fame. Worldly wealth is
fleeting and meaningless. Therefore, that money should be given to the benefit of the
people. Giving money increases wealth and not giving money loses money:

TR AT AT AT ST TATE MY I SFEATH AT |

TeATIS AT T<aT TTH AATSHIU e ea=g: ||

TG acdT fAET: TRTTHRA AT TR I aea ™|

ATk Tefenfag = geem: fifdremaer gEEae)

g 7 = 7 90 TR T Ardbigd e

Rreamar arfa B Semmadae Hedstrsa)
There is a strong significance of the generosity of the Supreme Bodhisattva in the
unbearable Shresthijataka. There, at the beginning of the Shresthijataka, it is heard:

Eﬁ'f‘a'ﬂ'r_cr‘ifr: [EEID]

AT T RO A T R Il

PRI ERE LR F-AE R L D E R R K TG Ed

TEHTAA FA LA HSTAATAA (AT h e T ST AT LT R [OTHT THITST
ST

THIEAHEAT: TR e Tod hHTeTeuTasTa: ST a9 | i

According to the Avishahyashreshthijataka, In a past life, Lord Bodhisattva was a wealthy
best man who possessed the virtues of renunciation, character, family, knowledge, and
humility. Being a man of great wealth, he was always engaged in hospitality and charity
and he became known as Insufferable because he was free from the vices of miserliness
and others. It is heard that:

B LK G C I L C I L IR E I EE DR GRIE IR P ES R R
FARTIATHT T HTEFIRT AT AATa I A& a AT AR garAIaxl aTIHAs:
TSt YA | ATHAT ST gTstaug] Sfa SaRTeHTaixy

In the Sasajataka, Benevolence is seen as before. There, in his previous life, the Supreme
Buddha appeared in the form of a rabbit in a certain forest in the stage of Bodhisattva. The

Volume-XI, Issue-V September 2025 77



Ethical Ecology in the Jatakamala of Aryasura: A Bird’s Eye View Swapan Mal

character of that rabbit reflected the quality of Sattva, energy, contentment, and the quality
of non-violence of body, verbal and mental. The rabbit also shows the quality of
hospitality. In that birth, Indra, the king of the Gods, once went there in the guise of a poor
Brahmin to test the hospitality of the rabbit. Then the rabbit gave up his body and accepted
the hospitality. At that time the Brahmin was refused such hospitality by the rabbit
because of his friendship was from the past. Then the rabbit said:

I 7 fecamyanr = = watgaaratEET = 7

ATATHHT (g T TR TR TS e aTen ||
Once, the Supreme Buddha manifested in the Tapovana forest as Agastya the sage while in
the Bodhisattva stage. Then even in him, the characteristics of hospitality and generosity
had appeared. For the welfare of the people, he became known as an equal of such
character. If such charity, hospitality, greed, hatred and other dharma are soaked in the life
of a sage, then it is necessary to awaken this dharma in the society of the world. It is also
elevated in the rejoicing of charity, in the reproach of greed, hatred, delusion, childhood, in
the virtue of contact with welfare friends, in the story of satisfaction, and the greatness of
the Tathagata.

Conclusion:

The Jatakas reflected in the Jatakamala contain many precepts for the welfare of the people,
for the benefit of others and the education of all people. Everything that the Lord Buddha
experienced in the stage of Bodhisattva in his previous births is heard in various Jatakas.
What is found in this Jatakamala is of supreme purpose for human beings like a great herb.
The nectar spoken by the Lord Buddha in the form of a thinker or transcending the last
place of experience and thought is certainly regarded as the supreme medicine. For this
reason, the Jatakamala is very important. What was the stage of mind, body, world,
suffering, self-reliance, the pursuit of manhood, greed, jealousy, hatred, morality, etc. in
the society of that time? What kind of legal system was there in society? What was the style
of narrative in society at that time? How was the use of logic in the debate? How was
addiction prevalent among men then? How was the crookedness of politics? What is the
nature of hospitality? The correct answers to all such questions as to what was the
importance of charity, humility, pious deeds, virtue and altruism in human society are
found in the Jatakamala. This Jatakamala is said to be from the lips of the great man.
Therefore, the words taught by the Jataka should be accepted and followed for the welfare
of all.wi
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