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Abstract

This paper critically examines the continued significance of Pancasila (The Five Precepts) within
Buddhist Philosophy, primarily through the lens of the Dhammapada. As a foundational scripture
in Buddhism, the Dhammapada holds a canonical status comaparable to the Bhagavad Gita or the
Bible in other major religions, representing the direct teachings of the Buddha. The analysis
underscores the pivotal role of Sila (moral conduct or ethical purity) as the initial and essential stage
of the Eightfold Path (Astangika Marga) towards liberation from suffering. By encompassing right
speech, right action, right livelihood, Sila establishes Buddhism as a “Sila-based religion,”
emphasizing ethical purity as the bedrock of spiritual advancement. The paper meticulously
distinguishes between the exoteric (physical and verbal) and esoteric (mental) dimensions of Sila,
asserting their intrinsic interconnectedness for achieving comprehensive purity. Furthermore, the
paper delineates the historical evaluation of monastic regulations and the specific application of
Pancasila for lay adherents. It offers a critical exegesis of each of the five precepts — abstinence from
taking life, stealing, sexual misconduct, false speech, and intoxicants — by integrating pertinent
verses from the Dhammapada. The study arques that these seemingly prohibitive directives possess
profound affirmative implications, fostering virtues such as compassion, veracity, and mental
clarity. By drawing parallels to contemporary societal challenges, including violence, corruption,
and addiction, the paper elucidates the perennial practical utility of these precepts. Ultimately, the
inquiry posits that Sila transcends mere discernment between right and wrong; its ultimate
objective is the purification of the mind from defilements like greed, hatred, and delusion, thereby
facilitating the attainment of Nirvana.
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