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Abstract

In 19th-century Bengal, particularly in Western Bengal, Hindu society was deeply entrenched in
various forms of religious orthodoxy, superstition, and antisocial practices. The acquisition and
application of religious knowledge were monopolized by the Brahmins, who used this as a means of
earning a livelihood. In that society, both the educated and the uneducated largely accepted and
practiced polytheism, idol worship, the custom of sati, oppression of women, polygamy, child
marriage, and the kulin system as socially sanctioned norms.

During this period, the influx of foreign culture and values — such as humanism, liberalism, and
monotheism —had a profound impact on Raja Rammohan Roy. The influence and expression of
Western education and culture played a pivotal role in initiating reform within Hindu society. This
research paper, based on various secondary sources, attempts a qualitative analysis of Raja
Rammohan Roy’s contributions to social reform from historical and sociological perspectives, and
evaluates his role in modernizing the society of his time.

The study applies interpretative sociological methods and modernization theory to analyze the
impact of Roy’s reform efforts, their relation to modernity, and their long-term influence. It
examines the process and limitations of partial reform in Hindu society under Roy’s leadership,
which later contributed significantly to the broader modernization of India. Nevertheless,
Rammohan Roy faced social neglect, humiliation, opposition, and violence in his pursuit of reform.
Despite these challenges, he courageously fought against superstition, inhumane practices, and
religious orthodoxy, sowing the seeds of rationalism, humanism, and monotheism. His efforts to
abolish the sati practice, promote women's rights, modern education, use of print media, and
religious reform paved the way for social transformation in Bengal.
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TGN T TP NAIS! IR Ses I1=A| AFGIICH TSN &F BT Sb-dd> *oCH
AfEs, M e Agfes AfecTa g e S *Tocsa e O SReICE AaEeEd
SICATE T AFHE SCAECA AN GR LY 22T 8 Wl RET A& ANCNR A1 FAew®
FAGAR ST OCEF SRCST 2 Wi gw et st fraafeee | fof s yfeam,
VARASRM QIR WHRTTOR e I FCE A (SR AT NLGH A AL AT
ANCART AT $993/5999 (TOIVEH) THAZ FCEF| OF el AMFE ¢ Wrel SifFdt A dvod
AT FAFOR A IR Sbd8 IHCH TSR IR SFI FCT FFO FIASICI IAIT B FCI|
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MG TFHCEI T AR ofef AfeT ©id oF IR T FeEFOR PRGE 7|
fAFFae g (Modernization theory) S, TICeR d@fsgyere FRICACE BT 6T TG
AfErT AP ¢ TP e 8ot WyfRFe a6 T FTeli| 9T AR ACH ANCrSIGE
MECHN (I ANCARA AT AMINCE TGFT F RCACR| ©fF GG Aoy Syfas Rl s
e iR @3 PR ¢ B 4Gl M, Svrel Toiiv foeivEr [7FeE der)
Feee| 7y wife Mqes wea Swiay iR afs siede (Reeweicd g wifows we) osiens
&9 TCeR JAERITACE 2eiiie ICARE | TR FTCA 7Y ANCHA [y AT [foq spimifes,
SRS AR AFICR A oot (T8 STa*ly T Fce HIed Ieard & [fome [fon
TR YA 2ce 2¥| 58 o S qrmel Tecs TFF Face Py vy g s7re 79, 1w
e O BASIACE SYfTFelR ey e S|
NI~ @R Sifgs FHoteat
% N oRFT TR T edle-afeSF  (Qualitative-Historical)8  TuEreIfgs
(sociological) BT (AT [IIMES (Interpretive) 93 RTARALT (Analytical) *&fe eica
FCACZ| TG T 1G85 o Ry el Beora (ca- @ferifses oy, Jifen g, s
o=, ARy, @A, Topif) 8o 167 T A AR IR TS MRFEF 8 ANEE AR
ol @feT TogIfore Fr ZCaCR|

Fere AN Fheam, wfFReorFel, ayfe ¢ [fey Amifes o w3 afedm efem weg
ffeHfe AfESeTa e Sy A Fo"T FA1 AYRIFACT (Modernization) G
fAm¥d1 Max Weber @& “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism”v ©g STl
RS ANCH W MFF ¢ (Y& WM Ieoore dfeFel o_eq I Ael AN A
ST ANCE GHT T, ANfET RoN© AeHCTa O ATFHAW 2619, I TN Afes!

¢ B Ao, I IfF, T AR T 2Uers R ANCeR SYRIIFAC 2The
FERI
NCITAR Ty

1. AFGIRCH AT ANCAIRA ACAR FHE FICS AV 2olq fwhore F|

2. CofNEMT Sigfaee TCF o o Wi 74

3. ORI @ RIS IEH AYAIFAC! O S I T
Aife “Afaqew
AYRTS ARTE IeTCo @RIT 07 Tgaoes ARG G ISHICT TAFS TATAT HYCRA Sors
e | NS T AWEGE T, Aiee 2fesm, Tfes a9, Afexifs, afeyy, Ton Ramiva
T SWITF O AFm FOC | [fem Arrereifecar sfes «fsacs f[feq yiec @
METS T BB FCACRA G @I Al FN@ WG| RO A=A 7| ANGE Lefie,
ANIfEE afodm, Twifes Ty, AMEs o, Toqfma To AT AMiEE Afs
fRGTCT oMoy T4 2| AN ARKET FACA TS @R FAEA AS-TSPN 2| @3 AfRS
AYRTS Agfod e el A1 AGS AR FICT erefifie, FIC SerepifEe, T
AffFleors, FACT TFARFRTee T ACE| T8 ANG ARRSET TIfFT 8 TAGS FCoR
SfOee] I RCT ACF I JFAT I SRIFAT TSAR 0O AN | ANIES AfRweca graenft e
THfS, Mfes [Rady @ MfEs Saaeaa [Joes 77 I ANES FOCNE T Aresard
AFET G AT FIC ~AfFS BT T ATETE FCF TR | A& FICHF TC)
SAFRET FH M@ G2 TG FICER T 26 ACE | TG FIICHAI ARKST A FICAR Ty 3R
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A T@E 2 ACF | @AV TARAT FH, G0 AN AT (T 17 9R F@ =7 /@ 7 =&
FERe o vi «fb AT TR e SRS FRCT T 4T ANEE SIS 7wy
S AT X TgH ANIEE FOCAR o107 =1 ANIerelfgs HeiRonar w7 e @fert
SIS ATETF FISICNF Ty ARRST |

Sy
SR Agfew Afefaam a3l 7o ReTw@ /g edRae oge @ @ off Y& AkeaT
O ey, @ ofe T oy Ty |, Tifscgd IR A IfoTFT T QIR T-SRMHS|
G FCE SYRIF ARFOF-IRAAR GF 2R RO IR F1 (T A | A=l
e dfe @3B et TeaeR aeleTwel FeR, 9 Reww gfEcsd 9e IR 93 A=A
TR A Crefem ey =11 399 TR dfe wiee wfec A, w1 eifel 7 zma e
TN S FAE Q@IF AFCI; [RelF FEce ToIeed (LR Mo AYARFaced o1 c2lifls Jeace;
G35 R FTICs (Felfe SeTq A, 2Yfes el IR AYfEF T TaR AR @9
R FOIF (@6 ACFY | | AYARITACT o1 TAM 7o @Y Ao THACT AR [Ty e T
TR A TR 2ife Fesifaa vigef, Fqacgd WK 3R ReicTa nrifas qigst @
TR F| 9F6 AfE A1 TG A 936 AfeTH ST zee A gt ¢ =27, W 93
NS (G ©ICT 570 TS 20O AT 6§ G 0K AOyIbIANe T | AFE (@Al GFerw et
Jyfie T RET@e Tges Tee A JoaR TF@ wigfFeR 9 F[/CO @ 9R
SYfRFIFAC MG SATSTC, AT AlFfos R TNCEH ey Aghos wof @l Yo
RIS NLICH FTACHR NS NSO (ACF TN FACS T

o . T I SRS 3l R 4RET T GR TN VNEE G G T
AACEH AYfTFe 46 132 759 77 IR ferrer Afke e Jfecacs wyfwsl for for zce
AR | TRCRIT, SFTAT ¢ O SFSICE AT QIR ST LCAS = G G FANCET
fafen s ione sgfon 92 e @eifest| A9 Fet wienr ey R[fey Wiy wiecgs Tum
06| IR QIR SRS TNCE TARFros, F4rl, Aifewel, qreirel, Tojim [T ofoe S—wi
SR | WGP AN GIZ A ANCARA A OfCAd T FAEICNT 93R gfaPrsaces
TS 22 AHF fRC |

S e o

OS¢ TRFR qR TFICE [Wfeere feel| GRS e qR I & @F7 FCE e g
T FACST| TN TEGCTT SKBIF 9Y V@ Jrweicnd Weg Ao oot I1 weat &y siwices 3@
e, Ifes)f sieTs ol fodl| @F T Y@ ANGL FRFICET @OSIC WO &eT| [wd
e ¢ sasifa e w3 afears 7 ke feet i) g o [T, Ifeser, oM 2,
T fdrew, 98 [z, AEnfErR, T4 29, Topia To SEfiies, sHiaks, SEifes ¢ Sl
o S G e S RETE (6T 571 791 1R 9efd & FIER Saifecs Afes i,
IS ¢ afscza TR «FT FC|

RATS FFfow geig

AT 1 g foet Sfew «[Hiey @3z {1 TgE @ors 961 R QR I e
@CEF oF F@ A4 e o, Few, o, [, ey, o @ afswem o frcafe
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FOfFIIR CTefe SeTel =PNIRER ¢ ANCed TFfoq o[ fee) qe AN e
G AR SCAAC (@ S 8 FETCAIY (T I GIIIC Pfer TRF o ASRCE (@I SICIZ
SR 9 T A g o Agien e fo wive | wS Agote AMSIeIe ZeId e
rfireed o Mgfon AT @IRICl RCT ACF| PSSy TFhod TAME TN {fGwel,
ST, A1, QTR NG ANES A1 Jifere Fdmi, Nel, tfowel, wET W17,
2o sRe (M eeifie FCafeE Redveid /&, 17w, Ty @i ¢ o Fg W9y 9
ARARCAR | AR S ArSTey MFFoT AT A8 3 T AT NFCI N AT 2o 58
*FASICe A A A OReId [N #APbTey FACR 2ok KB FC3 INCed A4 CFea| A
AT I e, Arbreraacea eifie 4ea geifie Tifems Teg aFaw| oo A oa
T ARSR TECEY, AT IO 4R FEAITE TAAed «Ie TR oRel feeee fof
AANFCSIT TFISIAMT AIGTE A SACHIETCTRi FJ@=iTe afbcafeea 9 sees e
ANICER AfS TS ANCHIA A7

SFA T ANGCH, TRFA, THHE, A A=&Tol, i, TGiMa @ore Sa SE]
RITT AFICET NN Yo & @by s f[fey fercas ey arer aets a3 e o= ey
29 AT THESF FACR T AW TLACE JHFOCE QA FCIARCT | AFMATE ALTCT
Tace e, e, Fifef, Hieen Toime el F9eh Ao 41 70| OIFeT &g
TiceR SRfEFe f[ifen Amifes wify ¢ TR FA Tea Fce G ©iF dfeqw ¢ efesi e
SCAAT FRcoq| [ AICEHT GFEHAN P qR OIMF ST ¢ FoIbIcEd [P fof
feTCATRe | *IPTFCI @ SFAICR WC AN AW, GCFEEAmt (K AblE, Sel- X ¢ o
RRRTICs @3 M ¢ Tverem Fe [few e, M air [fer sRR s@ «AfesE Tarew
AT FCCRA| AW @A (SrRY), ORTFO-8ef FARRWA’ (Sbrow), TRI-CF-SAR (Sb2R),
QIF-Z-GIRIPAT (Sb_R), TIFHA T (ShrR) &Y *[@ ATGP! o FCaw™ |

LRGeS e

SIA ANCH ST AWGF T @ AEHRAR, TomR 24dl, Fa dF Tojifna Reeea
ANV SRS ST I AN R TACHA TREFA I O 7y Tiee [y
AT SIA o TN e HOR FITeiace (TTRA Il 2ACF (IC beT FAC) Ifemia
Ao Teol| SRR Fees® A AIGRTS Bl To F1 & (¥ @R 2l ool Oy wifsora
Wy AW foe N qrmel, Aeee, G e Torfn 93k OiRced T ST SR SEm e
G 9% 2 ST A TS 6% AR A IECH TOMICRA 1o SfHE JCH [Ty I
TGOS AW NCH IR WF AT TFCI Ny 8 Sifedt T 2ife Feea STres TomiR 22l (N
50O BF PCA| A1 ST T (& AFICE NLGC e Ty wifeq W7, e diced TR
TEfw 9F @F fHfer Sgfesad” A ‘sanskritization’ IC WIS Feaces| A FeTwAR
SCEIATKIY OfF AT ACAT FIRA6® ATF Sb3¢ BT RTE Sory B 7= TomIRd MR
q3f5 T Beard FC ETI Al PICTE (@ TOMITER ! A (@) e Ferprery 2¢0-vos
AT NCR e | S, AL, G TomIcd Wyl QM feet 6@ Ferero QomR SieTs 9 19
% 20 TF 309 *5F| A4 7 oo JRMAm 8 @@t (@ &1 2 QT o TR 2G| TSI oA
e « o79s ¢ faes 22 AAM”, “aes 8 Aqes o HEM” Sapd o FATF 2TH
ABIRS FCARCAT | ATCARA AT ATHECS Sbrd BT 6 TIRTAT @6 FoMIR &=l T F47
2
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SRFA FACH AT SRE e ANCGA Sfs fe TR 239 wl =M% ey, v
0B, We? bl UBC ANATIAN FCA el RCOI| GT AP 22l &AW ¢oo IR XY ITCH
epfere foer) frdten, Tefiary, Aenfarces Torfn gar s defers feei| fofi witors fifew
SR @ACF e, o azed wiEiwel, TR A Prom srfece Ao TuEif afedt s
IRRACT To WY 249 [RFcas IANCIRA T2l ACT GIeRT| OIOCA SF[E 6% iR
ARENICHR YFIFAC FACE g Aifes s (rear afewm apar s¢

frer Sgfadiead
fof Bt @ taeeifae fRrFla J@sire «-ree 42w IBCReT | T a9 Svrda 751w 7y seete
oSBT TN A O SRreAcy et g Faeerd afbcafees fofy «fta frrr stir=Aifa
S MR & SbrR ICE SHIRCA-EME FoT YCARCR Al ARISICO SbrY HCE @RS FCCH
ForefRe =11 fsf @m, Sofqaw, 3, IRcIe Sorifn f[fen wfacga s feet qak fofd @&,
TG, WRR, TR, I, BF Torim o 7 fee 3wl fof Grafee™ oreacd iy
e g @S FCe|
¥eff TwraRife
“qiry cweg fof e Tvin efon) fof qeaaam e AblM FCafReT | O o Mol
TS OF| I TAROR @ T I W @ | (@ Ce AR T FoR
frarera o fom faoemet o o 1 @ee I, @erg fofy f[fvw =i, fof @ e &9
TS ATOICHA FICR TG ICH IR G W26 ¢ FQOFH CH S® (RCARECA | ol wy
&7 IRV MCH GCFHRRICTT IRl 2BF FCACRA (ONA6 77| IR O [wm GeFaaaiens el
S TR TCH'E 2B S N A, LB Tohin| Gemeaam AbIeas Sewesy Siery
eI AfRe FUMGHRAN @RS (Unitarian Society) dNF ol E7q ICH| FIOICS Sbr3br
fFSICT ST STl FifPre FCa| <H2BICT STwee AET 3aed ST T T FCI TSN TS
2 [Tl S| o 7@ [fife Sopmr wfaa <, emi, wel AR TR o e e
AP Aeifer foet Rps, sreafer oyl 91, Sremite Sl =, AfifedT ¢ @ik AN /e 1F
A1 goll, Sifveety @1 g 217 feet 71 75 Somely foet ~Rores 2fs com, §ifs, of e, v, stiget
8 I (TR WK &Y 4 F (521 e

FANCARA AN ¢ 4 TORF N @ RCAY (T F/E IR T GREAT S+ FSCHA
ey o FACcoq| ofF [ifew AMIfET e v 41, IRTa ARSE 2mE F41, Tifs (onicen,
I FRTZA T AT TG0 AT TECH TCqCR|
TR
A ANCARA A 2 < g Jreamr iRl @/eE e cifell™ ¢ s e Recs i
foz @ fRor=aT ofel s U101 SRR 7Y 4G TaeE AoorR s, TaeR s SiieTd
THICT 0 23S ANEF IBIOCE Afofoe TR & AT FCARCH | IZSIR, &Y FACea
TRHICHR N A 2T T Mg 2l 2 FCACRA I ANCE AN 77 IR SR AAfies
qocafRe|

FACAIRA A Sy RBICH IEoTer AP NCH IRE O SHCS AT AHR SNCWIAT
OF FEMRCAT| IR STn* ool TREALN Y TG Ol SRS ANGCEF TREFF I IR AT
MICE @, Toiferaw @R oy 2 €T aegs 179 8 7y et amiw w4 fofy oiw 1w & &
T FCACRA ORI AT AAfFe, AWGE Aify, TR TqeEa 738 F8 AR S|
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e FTCHIZT FT @ QHAE IF %1 TFF @ AFIOCTAT TA GOl g® T ferreer 2% 7T
TR T, P, SR 2fedt, aeremam «F ovE, f[fer (i TIges Jer TwR s A,
et 4GIT ANCEvA T4, O owE ¢ R ofe ey omiq 41, 3oiin REc a3k «I=is f&fen
ot o @ facane fifer ©iee ofx iRy sTiess Wigw, @ifed FCR ST, STofible, STACI],
ToE AT 20O AR | @OW 14T I ACGS FOF FUCAT T &, TR T, TICH &
TRFICI FICR AACE SR SHPICT FICR WAl 70 Feaw ) ol sifwaiy siemrer siferey
IR O 29 AAGCS Tgd Wl IR &y | ol 73 Fee are zca are s [ieeca
ST FA1, ANCAGA I, GCFHIAM (TR A6 I T (ACB2. TS SR [ e 1|
T2 @6 RN @Ced [ACe R BT T© Fo7 fZeT| ANCZA AW (T T @C o=
T wy e sTiees Yfea w12 et 71 7912 T JECS Tge Wapoifon @R SHACTH 219 (MRCAReT Al
e SRGICHR FCr 7i Sy @ TIGRICeR 212 o) Joan ~feeicy =1 I @ fof wFem
By T TG TFEF R 91 9R fof q1ea 8 SReacdd AYRIFACIT 8 TSI TS
fRCeT | 43R SFIEAT FCE (@ AT 74l Preafest @Ifs Fices o IO e @ ~Afas
A TR ITCEA [ R (Feaa e Aifiaeq vl fcafee @se B, 919 SIfhs [, «ifi,
wifs conicon Tosif| 58 W2 (Fq e ey S #iiee 2aafee| ¥3 «Fea AIfes 2ffqen
(3 CEH NCHR ARTOT Il AT FHR o ARTOT I - AT |

SE:

L SRgIeRE (©) YCAPARGTE e, FIare Sd <iwe, qemie oifedl e eprer fmpers e e
SICRfT AR | 20831 @fdeT| FfErerer 54
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