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Abstract:
In English, what is called an 'Epistle’ is referred to as 'Patrokabyo’ in Bengali. 'Epistle’ is a
Greek word meaning 'message.’ The 'Epistle’ has no connection with literary epistolary
poetry. Later, Martin Gray provided a new definition based on which it gained a place in
literary circles. According to Martin Gray, in post-Renaissance European literature,
Horace first created this type of poetic model around 20 B.C.

While studying at Bishop's College, Michael Madhusudan Dutta acquired substantial
knowledge of both English and Italian languages. Due to his keen interest in foreign
languages, he gained proficiency in both. It was during his time at this college that he
became acquainted with the Roman poet Ovid's "The Heroides or Epistle of the Heroines."
While reading this poetry, he envisioned various characters from Eastern mythological
stories and planned to create a novel poetry collection similar to Ovid's work. Ovid's poetry
contained a total of 21 letters. Following that pattern, he also considered including 21
letters in his ‘Birangona Kabyo’ (Poetry of the Heroines). However, he completed only 11
letters, with the remaining ones left unfinished.

In these eleven letters of ‘Birangona Kabyo’ the heroines' distinct thoughts are evident.
He has depicted these heroines, drawn from mythological stories, in a new form by blending
modernity with traditional tales.

Keywords: Birangona Kabyo, Epistle, Patrokabyo, Michael Madhusudan Dutta.

3Afecs AT Ie0 =W “Epistle’, G ©ICHE I90 =7 *@@5| “Epistle” @36 i =1,

7 =< 71 dW | Encyclopedia Britanica-3 “‘Epistle’ @3 9%l (e 2EACR OIE-
“Epistle, in its original sense a word meaning simply a letter, has come to be
used only of formal letters written in ancient times, or of an elaborate kind of
literary production, akin to the ode and the elegy, which, while addressed to
a particular person, is concerned with public rather than personal affairs or
expresses a universal feeling on a particular occasion. The epistle is written
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for an audience, with a conscious artistry and elaboration of style, to develop
an argument or theme””

@ @A ‘Epistle’ @ 7% 5 Aaaicra @iel fie @21 Azeaies [
T GFT5 TG Nl AW FCE AR T Fofe Fea @t Mo w2ee g v w1 Wit
QF IR “Epistle’ 2
‘A letter especially one of the apostolic letters in the New Testament. The
word is also used of poems or moral or semi philosophical themes

addressed to a friend or patron, in the manner of an informal, well-argued
letter.
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‘A broad distinction exists between the letter and Epistles. The letter is
essentially a spontaneous, non-literary production, personal and private, a
substitute for spoken conversation. The Epistles on the other hand rather
takes the place of a public speech, it is written with an audience in a view, it
is literary from, a distinctly artistic effort aiming at performance.’
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