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Abstract:

‘Uttaranga’(1951) is the first published novel by Samaresh Basu. Though it was written in the
twentieth century, yet its background lies in the nineteenth century. Hiralal, an absconded, ill-
fated non-Bengali warrior of Sepoy Mutiny (1857), is the main character of this novel. The
fled-away soldier ultimately arrived at Aatpur, near the Jagaddal-Senpara area of Bengal. He
got back his new life within the socially and economically marginalised people of that rural
society. The livelihoods of these marginalised people, their problems, their believes, their
humanities, their views of life are depicted here. The colonial industrialisation like
establishment of jute-mills, along with introduction of new rules and regulations, imposition of
additional taxes convert their lives into a distressful state. In search of livelihood, the
cultivators and many vocational people were compelled to become day-labourers of the
factories. Due to these ups and downs of their lives and livelihoods, some of them were
mentally shocked and committed suicide. The conscience of the patriotic sepoy, Hiralal
(Lakhai), hates colonial industrialisation. With the rapid progress of science and technology,
industrialisation becomes inevitable. At the end of the novel, a picture of placement of a nail
(thinking it as a cylinder) on the country-soil by a future generation native reveals a new sense
of nationalisation.

Key words: Deprived marginalised class — their society, believes, sense of humanities —
changes due to industrialisation — views towards life — future generation.
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