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Abstract:

Antpur and Dwarhatta are two famous terracotta villages in the Hooghly district of the Indian
state of West Bengal. These two villages are the part of Burdwan division. Not only our India
but also the world knows the name of Antpur for its unique terracotta tradition. There are
numerous terracotta temples here, the most notable of which is the temple of Radha-Govind-
Jiu Mata. This temple was once the seat of religious culture. One of the most notable
attractions here is the assimilation of terracotta of burnt clay and terracotta of wood carpentry
simultaneously. In addition to the Radha-Govind-Jiu temple, there are five other Shiva
temples, and there are Chandimandap, Natmandir, Nahabatkhana and Dwarikachandi Mata
Mandir and Sri Sri Rajarajeshwar Mandir in Dwarhatta. Many tourists, devotees and
foreigners come to see the temple. Antpur boasts of to possess a bokal tree which is about 400
years old. There is Ramakrishna Math and Premananda Ashram here. Swami Vivekananda
and his nine brothers took sannyas here. Mother Sarada Devi stayed in the house of Swami
Premananda. Durgapujo of Ramakrishna Math is very famous. Although it is a village by
name, like Rajbalhat it is called "Adha-Nagar".

Keywords: Radha-Govind-Jiu Mandir, Sitaram Mandir, Baneswar Mandir, Jaleswar-
Phuleswar Shib Mandir, Gangadhar Mandir, Rasmancha, Dolmancha, Bakul Gach,
Ramakrishna Math, Aatchala Chandi Mandap, Natmandir, Dhuni Mandap, Dwarika
Chandi Mandir, Rajrajeshwar Mandir.
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“The Radha-Govinda temple in the village is the largest of the terracotta-decorated temples of
Hooghly District. It is comparatively late, 1780 sak\ but the terracotta still show grate
liveliness. It is an 8 Chala with a projecting porch covered on all three sides with terracottas
decoration. The five great battle scenes above the archways include a splendid Chandi fighting
the demon army. The mythological frieze near the ground level includes scenes from the
Mahabharat as well as the usual Krishnalila™1
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FCH AN (TN SR O =#:- “The Chandimandap (lit.pavilion of goddes Chandi) built by
Krishnaram is another object of interest in the village. It is a rectangular hall with a thatched
dochala roof supported by a wooden framework every member of which is profusly curved.
The structure is one of the very few of its kind extant in West Bengal persensing the remains
of a forgotton artistry in wood (Hooghly District Gazetteers)”’ |
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mother of one of the disciples (Baburam). It was late in the evening when the monks gathered
together before the free. Meditation began continuing for a long time. Then a break was made
and the leader (Vivekananda) filled the silence with the story of the lord Jesus. The many
points of similarly in thought and action as well as the relationship with the disciples, between
Christ and Ramakrishna, forcibly brought to their minds the olds days of esctasy with their
Master.

Then Vivekananda appealed to the monks. He besought them to becoy Christ’s in their
turn, to work for the redemption of the world, to renounce all the Jesus had done and to realise
God. Standing before the wood fire, their faces reddened by the leaping flames, the cracking of
the logs the only sound that broke the stillness of their thoughts, they solemnly took the vows

of everlasting Sannyasa, each before his fellows and all in the sight of God™°|
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