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Abstract

Metaphysics is one of the most important branches of philosophy. It deals mainly with the
true nature or reality of things. In metaphysical discourse, the fundamental question is: Is
metaphysics possible at all? Philosophers have given various answers to this question from
different perspectives. In this paper, we have discussed the views of David Hume and
Immanuel Kant on the possibility of metaphysics. In doing so, following Hume’s An Enquiry
Concerning Human Understanding (1748), firstly, we have discussed the distinction
between two types of philosophy namely easy and obvious philosophy and abstruse
philosophy; secondly, the distinction between two types of metaphysics consists of abstruse
philosophy has been discussed. Further, following Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure
Reason (1781), the discussion has been made on the nature of pure reason, two types of
metaphysics and their problems, conditions of pure knowledge etc. Lastly, a comparative
discussion has been made between the views of Hume and Kant.

Keywords: Metaphysics, true and false metaphysics, mental geography, pure reason,
transcendental Metaphysics.
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We may agree, perhaps, to understand by metaphysics an attempt to know reality as
against mere appearance, or the study of first principles or ultimate truths, or against
the effect to comprehend the universe, not simplicity pieces or by fragments but
same hood as whole.®
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Metaphysics, for instance, let us ask: Does it contain any abstract reasoning concerning
quantity or number? No. Does it contain any experimental reasoning concerning matter of
fact and existence? No. Commit it then to the flames: for it can contain nothing but
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