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Abstract:

Various examples of ruins of ancient civilizations have been discovered and are equally still
found in different parts of India. The discovery of various ancient (archaeological) remains
has served as a major aid in the reconstruction of history and stimulated the study of early
India. Oral tradition is the medium through which various narratives and recollections
regarding any artefacts are transmitted in a society. The present article attempts to trace
the history, archaeological remains, and oral tradition of such a remarkable archive.
Archaeological excavations have found traces of an archaeological site at Bharatpur, east
of Shilampur, in the Budbud police station of Durgapur sub-division. The archaeological
treasure discovered at Bharatpur is mentioned as ‘Tulakshetra Bardhaman Stupa’ in the
preserved puthi of Cambridge University. As a result of excavations at Bharatpur led to the
discovery of Buddhist stupas and Buddha statues. The supa was originally a symbol of Lord
Buddha, and later Buddha images emerged. The Hinayanis worshipped Buddha through
stupas; the Mahayanis worshipped Buddha directly. Therefore, the importance of
Bharatpur Stupa is very significant in the development of Buddhism. At the same time, there
are various stories and histories are still prevalent in the mouths of rural people about
Bharatpur, which help to write other historical narratives.
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