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Abstract:

This paper mainly focuses the 'Loukik Debata’. The word 'Loukik’ is generally derived from
'‘Lok" which means people coming from the lower strata of the society. So 'Loukik Debata’
means folk God or minor God worshipped by the rural people having traditional beliefs.
Those gods are firmly believed to be the saviours of the rural coastal areas of the both
South India and Bengal. The Coromondal and Malabar Coasts are mainly comprised with
the states Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Karnatak, Kerala and Goa of South India and West
Bengal is included in the Utkal Coast. It is true that those coastal areas face the natural
calamities first by the impact of the whims of nature. Besides, the coastal people are
compelled to depend on the sea especially for their livelihood. So attempt is followed to
compare the Gods and the Goddesses of the periphery of South India and Bengal. In fact,
there are similarities between the minor Gods of coastal areas of South India and West
Bengal. Through extensive survey including discussions it has been found that people of
both coastal areas worship the same Gods and Goddesses, but their retuals are being
performed in various ways according to their own beliefs. For example the Goddesses
named as ‘'Saptamatrika’ or ‘'Pidam’, Tripurasundari, Visalakshi, Kamalakshi,
Devichemmin, Mariamman, Periyapala, Yattamman of South India can be compared as
Satbibi, Satbouni, Durga, Parbati, Manasa, and Sitala of Bengal. Moreover, Gods of South
like Ganesha, Kartikeya, Natrayan, Pannar and Sankar, Pulipani are compared to Bengal's
Gods named as Dakshin Roy, Shib Thakur, Panchu Thakur, Makal Thakur etc. Despite such
diversions there is an inherent similarity which reminds us the saying — 'India is a land of
Unity in diversity'. However, the ultimate motto of such comparative study is to prove the
cultural similarity from extreme South to East along the Coromondal Coast via Odisha and
Bengal Coast. Besides this comparative explication of folk Gods will exclusively highlight
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the cultural and religious trend of both South and East Coast of India ushering to the future
researchers to have unique findings.

Key words: Loukik Debata, Coast, South India, West Bengal, Comparison, Culture,
religion.
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q| oy febEd - Royal Asiatic journal (1st) Dakshindar, a goldian of the
Sundarban,1915.
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