International Journal of Humanities & Social Science Studies (IJHSSS)
A Peer-Reviewed Bi-monthly Bi-lingual Research Journal

ISSN: 2349-6959 (Online), ISSN: 2349-6711 (Print)

IS|N: A4372-3142 (Online) ISJN: A4372-3143 (Print)

Volume-I1X, Issue-11I, May 2023, Page No.81-88

Published by Scholar Publications, Karimganj, Assam, India, 788711
Website: http://www.ijhsss.com

DOI: 10.29032/ijhsss.v9.i3.2023.81-88

‘For ¢ Wy faibe TeTe’: 9o QEwIEs SCav-t

ST T
3, [3pe, FIRET [T, A AR, AR, ege

Abstract
‘The Little Mermaid’ is a world famous Denmark’s fairy tale. It was collected by Hans
Christian Andersen. This fairy tale is very famous worldwide; it has been translated in
various languages and adapted into films. ‘The Little Mermaid’ was translated into Bengali
by Madhusudan Mukhopadhyay (1857). It was called ‘Matsyakanyar Upakhan’.
Rabindranath Tagore read this book, ‘Matsyakanyar Upakhan’ in his childhood.

Rabindranath Tagore illustrated the symbolic concept of ‘The Little Mermaid’ in his
‘Subha’ short story. ‘Subha’ was first published in ‘Sadhana’ Patrika in 1893. The story
‘Subha’ has many similarities with ‘The Little Mermaid’. Subha and ‘The Little Mermaid’
both are in there adolescence. Besides, both stories ended painfully. Subha can’t speak just
like ‘The Little Mermaid’ but there were some difference between them. ‘The Little
Mermaid’ had most melodious, beautiful voice she trade her voice with the ‘sea witch’, but
Subha is mute from the beginning.

Nature occupies a special place in the short story ‘Subha’ . The life of rural Bengal is
reflected here. In the story social image of the late eighteenth century is portrayed
realistically. At the end of it, complex social norms make the story tragic. Subha is forced to
leave her familiar environment, nature and friends. After marriage Subha suffer from
unbearable loneliness.

Key words: ‘Subha’, ‘The Little Mermaid’, Rabindranath Tagore, Short story, Fairy
Tale.
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