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Abstract:

The discussion of the bondage and liberation of the ‘soul’ occupies a very important place
in Indian thougth. Like other Indian philosophies except charvaka, the main aim of Jaina
philosophy is the ‘liberation’ (moksha) of the Jiva or soul. According to Jaina, the substance
that has consciousness is called ‘Jiva’ or ‘soul’. Jiva is inherently perfect, but it is not
manifested because of the obstacles of karma. When karma pudgala connects with the soul,
the bondage of the Jiva is created. According to Jaina, asrava is the cause of bondage. The
way in which karma pudgala enters into the soul is called ‘asrava’. Jainas said that, the
influx of this karma is stopped by practicing three gems - Samyag darsana (Right faith),
Samyag jnana (Right knowledge), and Samyag caritra ( Right conduct).this is called
‘samvara’,then there is annihilation of past karma ,which is called ‘nirjara’. Samyag
darsana is respect for truth. Samyag jnana is the understanding of the real nature of the
soul and the world. Samyag caritra is indulging in berevolent behavior and refraining from
unwholesome behavior. By practicing this three jewels, the desires of the Jiva are
restrained, passion is removed, the soul becomes free from its bondage to karma pudgala
and attains liberation. In this paper, I will discuss about the bondage and liberation of the
Jiva, according to Jaina ethics.

Keywords: Jiva or soul, Mukti (Liberation), Bandhan (Bondage), Triratna, karma
pudgala, Asrava.
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