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Abstract

Among the different means of cognition (pramana), perception (Pratyaksa) is universally
accepted, irrespective of whether he is a philosopher or an ordinary person. In India,
although almost every philosophical school admits the validity of perception, they are not
unanimous about the nature of perception. Even within Buddhist philosophy, there is a vast
difference in opinion regarding the nature of perception, its types, etc. In this paper, | have
tried to discuss one of the greatest Madhyamika Philosopher Candrakirti's takes on
perception following his remarkable work called Prasannapda. Here in the text,
Candrakirti's discussion of perception has two sides. He first refuted Dignaga's theory of
perception, then available, one of the most prominent and rival positions in Buddhist
philosophy. In Buddhist epistemology, Dignaga was the pioneer to provide a systematic
account of perception according to Sautrantika-Yogacara metaphysics — which is opposed
to the Madhyamika’s position. That's why in Prasannapda after refuting Dignaga's theory
of pramana in general; he also vehemently criticized Digndaga’s theory of perception. While
doing so Candrakirti also describes perception from a common sense (Samvrti) level. It is
noteworthy because before Candrakirti his predecessors, like Nagarjuna, Buddhapalita,
and others only refuted Pramana from an ultimate point of view, however, remained silent
in advocating any positive view regarding pramana and perception. Candrakirti was
probably the pioneer to describe a positive outlook on perception from a common-sense
perspective. In this paper, | have tried to analyse Candrakirti’s criticism as well as his view
on the perception from an Madhyamika point of view.

Keywords: Perception, Candrakirti, Dignaga, Prasannapda, Madhyamika
Epistemology, Buddhist Epistemology.
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In fact, the context for Yasomitra’s citation of the passage... recommends CandrakKirti’s
point; for Yasomitra adduces the quotation in commenting on the part of Vasubandhu’s
text that treats the cognitive outputs of the five non-mental senses — and the point of
the passage is (as Candrakirti goes on to say) thus to urge simply that the outputs of the
five sense faculties are not meaningful until they have become the objects, as well, of
the manovijfiana. This quotation, as deployed by these Abhidharmikas, therefore
indeed does not state a definition of perception, but instead makes a characteristically
Abhidharmika point about the relationship between the five bodily “vijiianas” and the
manovijfiana.*’
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¥ Arnold, Dan, “Materials for a Madhyamika Critique of Foundationalism: An Annotated Translation of
Prasannapada 55.11 To 75.13”, p. 460. footnote.
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% «__.a non-belying (mi slu ba = avisamvadin) consciousness is regarded as being a pramana in the world...”

see, Tillemans, Tom J F, Materials for The Study of Aryadeva Dharmapala and Candrakirti Vol.1, sec.16,
p.179.

Prof. Tom J F Tillemans in his book presented an English Translations of a portion of Candrakirti’s
Catuhsatakatika from the fragments of Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese sources.
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