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Abstract:

Tarakeswar is a famous Dashanami Shaivite pilgrimage site located at latitude 20°53'N
and longitude 88°4'E in Sadar subdivision of Hooghly district of West Bengal. Practicing
unrighteous act under the guise of religion is not new in various pilgrimage sites in India
and the temple of Tarakeswar was no exception. It became hot-bed of Mohunt's lust and
greed. For a long time there were many allegations against Mohunt like forcible extortion
of money from the pilgrims and torturing them if they could not pay, using the huge
property belonging to the temple for his personal needs, indifference to the comfort and
convenience of pilgrims, his behavior with inhabitants of Tarakeswar and it's surrounding
areas like an authoritarian zamindar. Moreover Mohunt's salacious character added fuel to
the fire in the mobilization of the movement. Against this Tarakeswar Satyagraha was
started first under leadership of Swami Viswananda and Sacchidananda and later under
Chittaranjan Das. Reasons behind the Satyagraha, different steps and ways adopted by
Satyagrahis, participation of all-Indian leaders and common people, ultimate result of the
movement - are discussed in the present article.

Keywords: Satyagraha, Mohunt, Plaintiffs, Dharmasala, Gurkhas, Colossal hoax,
Khaddar.
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PR SegEfe Ao s3¢ TF T SR (FRIGIKS A @ ¢« 28wl
ITF SR 1S Al ¢H* ¢ 538 amefeics TR weT (= TOIBIE FifzaT
2B FACOT I (TRICRPCE T AR PO IR SII@T ACS (NRCSH SbAAd
FIT TEI5IRS 1 77 IR T DTS @ 7717

o7l «fefe R @At RRvpTe sTerifecs et Bidce areees e i, SIeT
TeFlAcd FU TN oftwa Ay TR el A F¢7 ICE-“Recent occurrences at
Tarakeswar in Bengal, deserve public notice and enquiry. The Hindus have organised an
Association (Mahabir Dal) who are intending to start Satyagraha at Tarakeswar.

Under the above circumstances and in face of these horrors at a sacred place like
Tarakeswar, should the Hindu Mahasabha be so callously indifferent as to remain silent? If
the Mahasabha represents the Hindus all over India and is a living organisation, it is not at

all advisable on the part of the Mahasabha to act as a deadbody...”*°
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g™ s, TSR Twele [ 963, TRFE 99 @R AGIRT e @&
ORIl GFLENS HACI 71| Q2K FISI [FCATTH 11 =, “The main objective of the agitators
is now the Mohunt's residence in which property of considerable value is believed to be
stored. They at first demanded entry in order to be in a position to know if the Mohant
removed and if the property which they claimed belonged to the temple. They next alleged
that the residence was built with offerings received from the public and that the public
therefore had a right of acess.”"

O AT AT (T, “ORCINCET TR @F [T 47 FRAMCE,
TR ravd =i ¥eF @ @Ihd e e Jaie e sk, aRea
fiqelta o9 F99 v [

.. 97 ® RACTT AR g IR SRICe (RCET 2l e a3be 23MCR-
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RIS 9T 2P 6, “... But what | have said generally about Vaikom applies to
Tarakeswar. There should be no force nor show of it for the purpose of taking possession.
The rush of railwaymen and their blocking the progress of the train(if the facts reported are
true) was not only not Satyagraha, but the blocking was, to say the least, discreditable. Not
even a Mahant reported to be immoral may be summarily and forcibly dismissed from his
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<<, “C.R.Das's object in connection with Tarakeswar affair appears to be to make money
out of the Mohant for political purposes and to appear as leader of Bengal but his claim to
be a religious leader is by no means unquestioned.”™”
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I am going to abdicate in favour of Pravat Giri, whom | am leaving entirely in the hands of
the committee. Pravat Giri will strictly follow the instructions of the committee as well as of

Mr.Chittaranjan Das, who is my patron and supporter at present. Man is made up of good
and evil and it is not strange that there is defect in me. So if | have done any wrong either

consciously or unconsciously the public will pardon me.”
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Toflerg 9 RCAMReT| G o o7 foe *f6- elare (oResa wrepivicad afely w1 ¢ faerre
TR AR TN A DS 91| TSGR HHICOR ACTF AT @3 93
9T @ ™F @2 “..The Satyagrahis' duty will, therefore, be to hand [over], on
demand, the possession to the Receiver. It will be time to reconsider the position when and

if abuses creep in. It does not matter who become trustees of the Temple so long as there is
a public trust properly managed. If the plaintiffs collude with the mohunt, it will be again a

matter for consideration as to what the Satyagrahis should do...”>>%
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T Fiaifa Sofeiew epiar ST AT TCIT dF FCI QAP FCT@L 4TS
CeTCRIS, “Shibaratri at Tarakeswar will be celebrated in a befitting manner. There will be
Niogi's bioscope show on Saturday and Mukunda Das's Jatra on Sunday. The whole town
will be adequately lighted. Perfect sanitary arrangements have been made. 150 jalas have
been reserved for keeping pure drinking water. There are 50 medical volunteers under the
captainship of Dr. Dasgupta and Ashu Das. His holiness Swami Bholanandgiri has arrived.

He has been highly satisfied with the Satyagraha arrangement.
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