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Abstract :

According to Tagore, the main goal of any author is the reader community or the taster of
literature. The satisfaction of the reader is an absolute desire for any author. It is in the
context of this theoretical discussion of literature that 'Reception Theory' or 'Reader-
response Theory' is involved with literaure. As a reader doesn't just read, he or she will also
want to interpret it in his own way, likewise any author expects a natural response from a
reader. In fact 'Reader-response Theory' developed from the perspective of the 'Formalistic
Approach’. Until the second decade of the 20™ century, the literary criticism was mainly
dominated by 'Formalistic Approach’. From Plato to Aristotle, almost all critics have been
talking about the importance of 'Form' for so long. But, the proponents of the 'Reader-
response Theory' think that the readers have become secondary in the criticism until now,
while the reader should be the main one in the response to the text. Then after the invention
of this 'Reader-response Theory' by Hans Robert Jauss, it gained wide publicity and
expansion in the world of criticism. But, in our view, just as the value of literary creation
cannot be determined by 'Formalistic Approach’, the 'Reader-response Theory" also has
many limitations. In the discussion article, an attempt has been made to point out the
limitations of both 'Formalistic’ and 'Reader-response Theory' by extracting examples from
Bengali literature keeping Tagore's literary theory in front.

Key words: Tagore's literary Theory, Formalistic Approach, Reception Theory,
Reader-response Theory, Variation of texts, Eligibility of the reader.
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