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Abstract:

Alkap Theatre is a part of regional culture in Murshidabad district of West Bengal. It
flourished in 19" century and diminished in the second half of 20" century in the 1960°s.
‘Mayamridanga’ (1972) is documentary fiction by Syed Mustafa Siraj. In the novel, Siraj
reminiscences the lost tradition of folk Theatre alkap. Jhaksu aka Dhananjoy Sarkar, a
popular alkap artist features as the protagonist of the novel. It is evident that alkap
tradition has been lost with the steady growth of other art forms. It could not survive amidst
the increasing popularity of modern cinema, ‘Jatra’ and concerts. Rural proverty is also
another reason behind its disappearance .Through his storytelling, the novelist brilliantly
traces the roots of folk art and culture. Taking ‘Mayamridanga’ as the primary text of my
research paper, | have tried to trace the genealogy and downfall of alkap drama.
Discussing and analyzing the characterstics feature intricacies of plot construction,
demands of the genre, | have attempted to trace the stylistic changes, evalution of alkap
theatre and its gradual decay and the reasons behind it.

Key Word: ‘Folktheatre’, ‘Alkap’, ‘Rarh bangla’ ‘Documentary Fiction’,
‘Mayamrridanga’
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