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Abstract

To most of us Rabindranath Tagore is familiar as a renouned poet, author, dramatist and singer. But
it must be remembered that he has achieved a remarkable place in the realm of drawing too. It is
quite interesting to note that at an age of sixty five he started drawing pictures for the first time. In
1925 during the editing of the manuscript of famous "Purabi" he, quite unconsciously marked his pen
on the pages which even to the surprise of the great poet took shapes of different pictures. This gave
birth to 'World of meaning' and 'World of gesture’. Abanindranath Tagore, while recalling
Rabindranath's appearence as an artist compared it with a ‘volcanic impulse'. Again, artist
Binodbehari Mukhopadhyay claimed that those drawings have a significant role in understanding the
very literature and introspection of Tagores mind in the last two decades of his life. In short, this
‘artist' Tagore led the 'poet’ Tagore to a new world of thought. It may be claimed that in his last days
from 'Raktakarabi' (1925) to 'Seshlekha' (1941) his thought, view and language were guided by this
"world of gesture". So, it may be argued that Rabindranath's drawings are indispensably attached to
his World of multifaceted and illustrious creations. Actually this phase of his life was nothing but the
concluding part of his whole-life of creation. This article is therefore an attempt to explore
Rabindranath as an artist.
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