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Abstract
Custom is an immense important aspect of folkloreorgnthe varities of customBrata (Vow) is
especiallymentionableSashti Bratas one suclbratawhich is thoroughly popular all over Berlga
On the other handSashti Bratais inextricably related with an important genre of folklore that is
Children’ s Fol kl or e. T h e ildggvattdr easdsthe isavior ofotimes.i d
Mythologies advocated that the godd&sshtiis the spiritual dauther of Lord Bramha and also the
wife, or mother (which is debatablepf Kartick, the army general of gods. But by the common
people she has always beeeated as folk goddess. The worshipping of this goddess is mandatory
on the 8'and 2f'day after birth of the baby. Again on all tBekla Sashtihroughout the yeabDevi
Sashtiis worshipped by the women in different manifestations keeping various ¢ausid. The
impact of this goddess is compact with the culture of Bengal. As a result, the name or context of h
comes up in case of belief and culture, literature, naming ceremony and also in case of toponym
The relation ofSashti Deviwith tree woshipping, forest and associated things are integral.The
naming of the goddess, her identity in folk society and black cat as heanaulal demand
anthropological and scientific explanation apart from her worshipping. But in brief we can say that
child granting goddess and protector of children is her prime identity. And for this reason, even
barren women or the women who cannot become pregnant but once, worship the goddess.

In this paperwe havehighlighted the identity oSashti Bratan folklore, itsversatility, and related
rituals-customs, social and cultural significanter om t he vi ewpoint of <ch
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f&. f&. @PIRT WS, “The sati and the Sati Asara should not be confused with each other nor with a
remarkable, Primitive and dangerous mother goddess satvai or satvi or the last also a term of abuse
in marathi for an unpleasant harridan. The word is derived without question from sanskrit sasthe, the
sixth whatever her original name or names were. The goddess satavi is to be propitiated or the sixth
night after the birth of any child, with a lamp burning through the night, and certain other articles
(Every one of which becomes the perquisite of the midwife at dawn) laid out for her. Among them
may be the sadle quern with its muller stone, but writing materials are always included. The goddess
comes in person that night to write the fate and character of the child on its forehead in invisible but
immutable words. This is brahminised as the brahmmalikhita.””®
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